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INTRODUCTION

Raw data is just noise. Only organized and contextualized data can provide meaningful information.

The 2010 BCG Attorney Search Guide to America's Top 50 Law Schools is a comprehensive overview of
America's top 50 law schools as identified by the 2009 U.S. News & World Report.

The purpose of this guide is to provide readers with updated and current information that is useful and easily
accessible. This meticulously compiled guide is a product of BCG Attorney Search, the leading search and
recruitment company for attorneys. BCG Attorney Search is owned and operated by Career Mission, the
largest conglomerate of organizations in the world dedicated to helping attorneys find jobs and enhance their
careers.

In our guide, we aim to provide law firms with objective information about the best law schools. Our hope
is that this information will prove useful in understanding the grading systems of top law schools and the
various academic programs and journals in which students at these schools participate. Whether you are
a recruiter, recruiting coordinator, hiring partner, or prospective law student, deciphering the grading and
ranking systems of various schools can pose a challenge. This publication attempts to demystify these
classifications and to provide the reader with objective information and a greater understanding of how to
interpret resumes, transcripts, and cover letters.

In short, the 2010 BCG Attorney Search Guide to America’s Top 50 Law Schools provides:

+ A comparative reference to the top US law schools.

* Anexplanation of the grading systems used by America’s top 50 law schools.

« Information about each school’s publications.

+  Information to help guide potential employers in making informed hiring choices.

+  Information regarding each school's faculty, class size, academic honors and awards, moot court and
clinical programs, entering-class GPA and LSAT scores, and post-law school employment statistics, as
well as a few facts that convey the overall atmosphere at each school.

In our endeavor to bring to our readers the best and most current information, we have gathered and
analyzed data from the website of each law school and the NALP Directory.

There has been a marked change in grading systems adopted by top law schools. Stanford Law School had

a numerical grading system but now will be using a new system - which will award grades of honors, pass,
restricted credit and no credit. Harvard Law School will also switch from the letter-grade system to an honors/
pass/low pass/fail system.

We hope you find this guide useful. We have done our best to provide you with consistent information about each
of the top 50 law schools. Your comments and suggestions, as well as updated information, are always welcome.
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DECODING LAW SCHOOL RANKINGS

Separating the grain from the chaff is never an easy task. At the end of the day, nobody is completely happy
with the millers' efforts. So it is with law school rankings in the United States. Then why do it? One reason
is to “rank for quality and for best value,” according to U.S. News & World Report.! We use these rankings as a
starting point to provide you with useful information to compare and assess the top US law schools.

For potential law students, this information will help you make the most informed choice about which law
schools to apply to and perhaps attend. For recruiters, we have compiled this information to help you hire the
best attorneys who fit the needs of your firm or business.

The rankings of law schools by U.S. News & World Report are based on a weighted average of 12 measures
of quality indicators. These indicators are quality assessment (weighted by .40), selectivity (weighted by
.25), placement success (weighted by .20), and faculty resources (weighted by 15). Specialty rankings are
based on nomination by legal educators at peer institutions. These rankings are based on two types of data:
expert opinion about program quality and statistical indicators that measure the quality of a school’s faculty,
research, and students. Statistical indicators fall into two categories: inputs, or measures of the qualities
that students and faculty bring to the educational experience, and outputs, or measures of graduates’
achievements linked to their degrees.

While there has been a sea change in law school rankings, The U.S. News & World Report has also
concurrently modified their methods of ranking law schools. Previously, only the full-time entering student
data used to be considered for the variables of acceptance rate, median undergraduate grade-point averages,
and median LSAT scores. However, this year, the full-time entering student data has been combined with
2008 class admissions data for both full-time and part-time students to arrive at the rankings.

A school’s rank reflects the number of schools that sit above it; if three schools are tied at 1, the next school
will be ranked 4, not 2. Tied schools are listed alphabetically to find their numeric order like.?3

Identifying Talent

So how does one identify the “best” talent from the pool of law school graduates? The 2010 BCG Attorney
Search Guide to America's Top 50 Law Schools aims to help answer this question. You'll have at your disposal
the key markers that tell you how well a student has performed relative to his or her peers at other top law
schools.

One way to decipher comparative achievement is to look at the honors distinctions an attorney may have
earned, namely summa cum laude, magna cum laude, cum laude, or honors. We'll tell you what these
designations really mean, because they differ from law school to law school. You might also check to see if
your candidate was a member of any honors societies, such as the Order of the Coif or the Law Review. But
a caution is in order here. Alike those for attaining graduation honors, qualifications for making law review
differ depending on the law school, so consult our guide to determine what these honors signify.#

Other important factors in identifying top law schools and top graduates include the average median
undergraduate GPA of a law school's entering class, the average median LSAT of the entering class, and the
acceptance rate of the entering class.

THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS 5



Identifying the best law schools is made possible by isolating a number of objective and subjective

factors. Validity studies conducted over the years demonstrate that an applicant’s LSAT score contributes
significantly to the prediction of his or her grades in law school and thus affects the admissions decision.
These studies show that a student’s LSAT score and undergraduate grade point average are the two best
guantitative predictors of law school success and that they are even more accurate when assessed together.
College grades represent both academic competence and achievement, while LSAT scores largely indicate
analytic ability, which is relevant to the study of law.’

The quality of a student body is often measured by its level of performance at the undergraduate level. The
conventional wisdom is that students with higher undergraduate grade point averages will do better in law
school than those with lower grades.®

Law schools set their own minimum undergraduate GPA criteria, on the basis of which prospective
candidates apply. The students with the best college grades and LSAT scores become eligible for entrance
into the best law schools. Once he or she is in law school, a law student’s GPA determines his or her class
ranking. A high class ranking makes the law student an attractive candidate for consideration by the highest
paying, most prestigious national and international law firms.

LSAT scores provide another important means for classifying law students. U.S. News & World Report slightly
changed its method of ranking law schools based on LSAT scores in 2006. No longer is a school's median
LSAT score a criterion for ranking; rather, the range of LSAT scores from the 25th to the 75th percentile is
reported and used to rank the school.

Unlike a grade point average, an LSAT score measures a candidate’s ability to perform on a uniform, timed
examination. Since the minimum LSAT cutoff of each school affects the school’s ranking, highly ranked
schools have accepted students with, on average, higher LSAT scores. From a recruiter’s perspective, if one
accepts the LSAT as a strong predictor of performance as an attorney, one might wish to pay closer attention
to graduates of law schools with higher LSAT requirements.

Nonetheless, one might argue that there is little difference between a 160 and a 165 on the LSAT. Such a
difference could be due to the fact that the test taker simply had a good or a bad day. Yet small differences
in scores are significant when applying to law schools. Law schools hesitate to admit too many students with
slightly lower LSAT scores because they do not want to jeopardize their positions in the upcoming year's U.S.
News & World Report rankings. Indeed, as one scholar has noted, a law school that desires to move up in the
rankings could heighten its LSAT admission requirements. However, this move may come at the expense of
building a diverse class that includes students with unigue experiences and backgrounds, albeit with slightly
lower LSAT scores.

There is one more important evaluative parameter: how many students applied versus how many
applications were approved for admission (the “acceptance rate”). In general, the lower the ratio between a
school's number of applications and its admission rate, the more exclusive the school.

The table below shows how these criteria affect the rankings of the top 10 schools. Please note that for

undergraduate GPA and LSAT scores, the schools have been sorted by median value; for acceptance rates,
the schools have been listed in ascending order, with a lower rate implying a better school.
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Top 10 Schools by GPA, LSAT Score, and Acceptance Rate

LSAT GPA Acceptance Rate

Yale Law School Yale Law School Yale Law School

(173) (3.89) (7.7%)

Harvard Law School Stanford Law School Stanford Law School

(173) (3.85) (9.2%)

Columbia Law School Harvard Law School UC Berkeley School of Law (11.3%)
(172.5) (3.84)

New York University UC Berkeley School of Harvard Law School

School of Law (171) Law (3.81) (11.5%)

University of Chicago University of Virginia Columbia Law School

Law School (171) School of Law(3.73) (14.8%)

Stanford Law School New York University University of Maryland School of
(170) School of Law (3.71) Law (15.4%)

Northwestern University
School of Law (169)

Columbia Law School
(3.70)

University of Pennsylvania Law
School (16.5%)

University of Pennsylvania
Law School (168.5)

Duke University School of
Law (370)

UCLA School of Law (16.6%)

University of Virginia
School of Law (168.5)

Vanderbilt University Law
School (3.69)

Northwestern University School of
Law (179%)

University of Michigan Law
School (168)

UCLA School of Law
(3.68)

University of Chicago Law
School (17.6)

Law School (3.68)

Georgetown University University of Chicago University of North Carolina
Law Center (168) Law School(3.68) School of Law (18.9%)
University of Michigan George Mason University School

of Law (191%)

University of Virginia School of
Law (19.7%)

The schools shown in italics are those that appear among the top 10 across all three criteria.

Several interesting conclusions can be drawn from this table given that only five schools out of the top 10 as
reported by U.S. News have been listed in all three columns.

New York University only appears in the first two columns, indicating that both LSAT and GPA criteria are
important to the school for student selection. Columbia has high LSAT cutoffs but does not give equal
importance to undergraduate GPA. Northwestern University and Georgetown University have high LSAT

cutoffs compared to their overall rankings of 10 and 14 respectively.

Berkeley, Duke, Vanderbilt, University of Virginia, Columbia University, University of Pennsylvania appear on
the GPA top 10 list but do not have high LSAT cutoff criteria, indicating that these schools rely more heavily
on a prospective student’s past academic performance. Stanford, though ranked sixth with respect to LSAT

scores, has the second-highest GPA cutoff.
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Yale and Stanford are the only schools with acceptance rates under 10%. Columbia’s acceptance rate is

14.8 %, while the University of Chicago's is 17.6%. Although these figures might suggest that the pool of
applicants for Columbia or the University of Chicago is smaller than it is for Yale or Stanford, the total student
intake numbers of Yale (238) and Stanford (364) are less than that of Columbia (1,184). This indicates that
apart from acceptance rate, the actual number of applicants and the total intake for each school are also
important.

Name Counts

Let's say you are a recruiter for a law firm so prestigious that it has its choice of hiring any law graduate from
any law school. By now, you, as a recruiter, have a good feel for the pecking order among law schools. But
how do you separate one candidate from his or her classmates who on paper, with minor variations, appear
equally desirable?

Given the fact that the average law firm would love to hire almost any attorney with a Harvard or Yale law
degree, the most prestigious law firms can be even pickier. The rule of thumb used by such firms is that if you
have your choice, you don't want to hire any attorney who can't outperform at least 70% of his or her class.
Some international New York law firms go even further and routinely select only from the top 10% of the
graduates from the top 10 law schools. That way, these firms argue, they hire the best of the very best.

The problem with selecting only the top-ranked graduates is that law schools are not always forthcoming
about their methodology used to rank students. This secrecy is generally based upon an attempt to give
every graduate a shot at the top jobs. However, there are ways to gain a better understanding of the ranking
methods used by various schools.

Justin N. Bezis, who specializes in intellectual capital, wrote an article titled “An Inquiry into the Implications
of Using Percentage Rankings of Heterogeneous Scholastic Populations.” In this article he asks how, if
comparing two types of law schools—a prestigious national school and a less-prestigious regional one—a law
firm can "(1) maximize the chance of selecting a high-skill student and (2) minimize the chance of selecting a
low-skill student.” Statistically, Bezis says, the top 10% of any class will likely include students with high LSAT
and college GPA scores but not necessarily the best skill sets. When recruiting at an elite school, if you recruit
only from the top 10%, you may be missing out on superior candidates who ranked lower in terms of pure
academics.”

Caution

Reputation ratings are not the final authority on the attributes of schools or graduates, state Stephen P.
Klein, Ph.D., and Laura Hamilton, Ph.D., in their report “The Validity of the U.S. News & World Report Ranking
of ABA Law Schools."® Further, while attending a “brand-name” law school may mean that graduates will
have an easier time landing their first jobs, it doesn't necessarily mean that graduates of lesser-known law
schools receive inferior legal education, observes Professor Jeffrey Stake of the Indiana University School
of Law—Bloomington in his article “The Interplay Between Ranking Criteria and Effects: Toward Responsible
Rankings.” Some schools that were at their peak years ago are still riding the wave of that success, while
others have greatly improved their programs and have recruited talented faculty.®
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Like the monetary value of “goodwill” in the business world, law schools build up “goodwill” of their

own regarding reputation. This allows them to gain “mind share,” and their perception as being premier
institutions is likely to remain. Thus, Harvard and Yale will always be rated highly, even if objective criteria

do not rate them as highly as public perception does. Indeed, Professor Brian Leiter of the University Of
Texas School Of Law has conducted a study which “aims to assess which of the top schools have the most
‘national’ placement, as measured by hiring by elite law firms around the country.” The study examines what
he terms the "usual suspects for top law schools,” as well as a few others, as a check on the results to see
which schools had the most placements at the nation’s elite law firms. He found that in rank order, Harvard,
Chicago, Yale, Virginia, Michigan, Stanford, Columbia, Georgetown, Duke, and Penn were the top 10 schools
within this analysis."®

Thus, it may be that in spite of the U.S. News & World Report Rankings, law firms are indeed following a bit of
their own bias, given that Harvard (ranked number two) and Chicago (ranked number six) come out ahead of
Yale (ranked number one). Then again, as Professor Leiter notes, one must consider that students’ selection
of which school to attend and a given school’s class size, in addition to a firm’s bias based on established
reputations, affect whether a school feeds top firms."

Matters That Matter

Law reviews and journals: Law review articles serve an important purpose in that they express the ideas
of legal experts with regard to the direction the law should take in certain areas. Such writings have proven
influential in the development of the law and have frequently been cited as persuasive authority by the
United States Supreme Court and other courts throughout the United States. Many law reviews publish
shorter articles written by law students, normally called “notes"” or “comments.” Almost every American
law school publishes at least one law review, and most law schools have journals as well. Generally, the

law review publishes articles dealing with all areas of law. Membership on a school's law review is often a
distinction, indicating rank at or near the top of the class and/or success in a writing competition. Law review
membership is seen as a rite of passage by many firms that hire graduating law students. Membership

on a law review or journal is significant because it enables students to gain legal scholarship and editing
experience and often requires that students publish a significant piece of legal scholarship.'?

Judicial clerkships: Law clerks provide assistance to judges by researching issues before the court and
writing opinions. Clerkships are considered some of the most prestigious and highly coveted jobs in the
legal profession. Tenure as a law clerk suggests that a law school graduate possesses the competence and
intelligence to earn a judge’s trust and even the ability to influence a judge’s decisions. Working as a judicial
law clerk at any level of government generally opens up vast career opportunities.

Moot court programs: Moot court, an extracurricular activity in many law schools, lets student participants
take part in simulated court proceedings which usually include drafting briefs and participating in oral
argument. Moot court competitions hone students’ brief writing and oral advocacy skills. Many intramural,
national, and international mock trials are held each year, and the best among aspiring lawyers display their
talents before senior lawyers and judges.
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Clinics, externships, and internships: Participation in clinics, externships, and internships also adds to
students' knowledge of and experience in specific areas of the law. In addition, the typically low student-
faculty ratios of these programs help faculty invest significant time in helping students become better
attorneys.

Final Thoughts

You now have a macro view of the top 50 US law schools and the ways in which the information about these
schools can be used to evaluate both the schools and their graduates. The rest of the material in this book
provides a micro perspective on each law school. The following chapters provide information about grading
and ranking classifications, entrance requirements, law review and journal membership, various academic and
clinical programs, and more.

We reiterate year after year that many of the law schools overviewed in this book are reticent to provide
detailed information about their grading systems, class rank, and how they determine who falls within the top
fifth, third, or half of the class. Our goal is to provide all of the information we have acquired to help you decode
the transcripts and resumes you receive from graduates of various law schools so that you may better assess
how students stack up against their peers. The references below will allow you to access our sources so that
you may take a closer look at any information that is of particular interest to you.

References:

1. http://www.usnews.com/articles/education/best-colleges/2009/08/19/why-u-s-news-ranks-colleges.html

2. http://www.usnews.com/articles/education/best-law-schools/2009/04/22/law-school-rankings-methodology.html?PageNr=1
3. http://www.usnews.com/articles/education/best-graduate-schools/2009/04/22/how-we-calculate-the-graduate-school-
rankings.html

2005/2006 BCG Attorney Search Guide to Class Ranking Distinctions and Law Review Admission at America's Top 50 Law
Schools, p. 7

http://www.abanet.org/legaled/accreditation/Council%20Statements.pdf pg 4
http://www.cooley.edu/rankings/intro_10th_general.htm
http://www.lawschooldiscussion.org/prelaw/index.php?topic=47475.0

http://www.aals.org/reports/validity.ntml

9. http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=700862

10.  http://www.leiterrankings.com/jobs/2003job_national.shtml

n d

12.  http://enwikipedia.org/wiki/Law_review

13.  http://enwikipedia.org/wiki/Law_clerk

&
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DECODING CLASS RANKINGS—WHAT SHOULD THE
RECRUITER LOOK FOR?

Summer associates, and later associate attorneys, are generally hired by law firms on the basis of how well
they performed in law school. Class rank, scholastic honors, and GPA are three common indicators of how
well a student performed in law school. For recruiters, therefore, it becomes important to understand the
grading, ranking, and award systems of law schools so that they have a better understanding of how to select
and assess candidates whom they will seek to place in law firms.

Grading systems vary from one law school to another. Because of this, not all grade point averages are
created equally. A recruiter may be left to ask, “What does it mean for a candidate to be in the top 25% of a
graduating class?

The following notes will attempt to throw some light on these issues. While more in-depth information on the
student evaluation procedures for individual schools has been provided in the individual school profiles that
follow, this overview provides a synopsis of the various grading and ranking systems.

The Grading Process

At the most basic level, letter grades are an attempt to provide an objective evaluation of a student'’s
performance in a course, especially relative to the performance of other students in the class. The grade
assigned to a student may take into account assessment parameters such as class participation, verbal and
writing skills, analytic ability, etc.

However, in many law school classes, the final examination is the sole criterion for student evaluation.

In this case, factors that may otherwise enhance the composite grade, such as class participation, are
generally not taken into consideration by professors. This means that the grade will be based solely on the
student’s ability to perform well on a traditional essay exam comprised of one or more hypothetical fact
patterns that students must analyze and discuss as the facts relate to the governing body of law.

Once grades have been assigned in individual classes, most schools follow a letter grading system ranging
from 0.0 to 4.0, termed the 4.0 grade point average model, to arrive at a student’s performance in all
coursework. The GPA is a snapshot of a student’s overall academic performance. However, as competition
for higher grades and increased class ranks has heightened, some law schools have begun to seek
alternative methods to evaluate students. The following analyzes some of these changes:

Change from a 4.0 to a 4.3 GPA model: This model, adopted by some schools, grades students on a 4.3
scale instead of a 4.0 one. Schools using this model include Michigan, Duke, Virginia, UCLA, Texas, Vanderbilt,
Boston University School of Law, Boston College of Law, Emory, UNC, Fordham, and Georgia. The University
of Southern California also awards numerical grades above 4.0, but it is different in that it allows for a higher
GPA of 4.4.
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In essence, this system adds a further letter grade to the evaluation process that allows evaluators to award

an A+ grade in cases of exceptional performance. The effect is that it increases the overall class performance,
though not to a substantial extent, and hence the final rankings of the students. The reason is fairly clear; with
the evaluators having an option of giving an A+, only the exceptional student would get an A+ in the 4.3 model.

However, very few 4.3 or higher grades are ever awarded, with not more than one or two students in a class
ever getting one. There is only a marginal shift in the overall class performance toward the higher side. For
a fair comparison of prospective candidates' grades, the recruiter should therefore keep in mind the mean
values of the normal curve set by the school.

Increased gradation: Apart from increasing the uppermost acceptable limit, schools also follow an increased
gradation that tries to discern student performance. To do so, instead of following a simple A, B, C, D grade
system, schools award grades like A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, and so on and so forth. This further segregates
students' performance and therefore, considering criteria for evaluation constant, will reflect fairer class
rankings when calculated based on GPA.

Variants of a 4.0 GPA model: Some schools follow a number system where evaluators award a numeric
grade to a student (out of 100) which is later converted into a letter grade. Largely, since the systemis

a variant of the 4.0 GPA model, the final conversions are in line with the original model. There is some
variation, however. For instance, in the case of Ohio State University, a grade of 93% or above is an A grade,
which if translated to a 4.0 GPA model would mean anything above 372.

The normal curve: In this system, students compete with each other for a limited number of grades. Their
grades reflect their relative positions in class. Student performance usually follows a normal distribution
referred to as the bell curve. The rationale behind this systemis (1) to identify students who perform better
compared to their peers and (2) to correct for anomalies (tests that are too difficult or too easy, poor
teaching, or poor presence due to a natural disaster) as the scale automatically shifts up or down.

The shape of the normal curve (i.e., the distribution of students in various grades) is based on an earlier
discovery, according to which IQ test scores over large populations fall in a certain pattern. It is for this reason
that all the law schools that follow the bell curve evaluation system apply it to each class.

However, a rigid normal distribution based on the above-mentioned discovery is rarely followed, as giving

a fixed percentage of As, Bs, etc., is demotivating to a class. Schools usually skew the normal curve such
that the distribution is shifted slightly upward, resulting in fewer grades below C and more in the B category.
Outliers (very high or very low) may be awarded as deemed fit. This tilt is not based on statistics but more on
tradition. Therefore, for the recruiter, it is difficult to ascertain whether a B or a C that a student has received
is a reflection of a difference in actual performance or simply because of the distribution curve.

The procedure for evaluation usually followed is that the registrar’s office instructs the evaluators on the
grading pattern for the year and informs them of the percentage distribution of students across expected
letter grades. The normal curve instruction also comes along with the minimum number of students required
to participate in a course for the curve to take effect. While some schools indicate this minimum number to
be between 25 and 27, for some other schools it can be more than 40.
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In the 4.0 GPA model, the median of the curve usually varies from 2.7 to 31. Schools adopting a 2.7 median
for the normal curve have a lower cutoff point for the top half of a class than those with a 3.1 curve. Students
of such schools generally have lower GPAs than students of schools that have higher GPA curves.

For example, the University of California—Davis uses a B median, which means a majority of the students
receive an average GPA of 3.0, whereas the S.J.Quinney College of Law sets the mean grade between 3.10
and 3.30 (inclusive). Hence, the normal curve values of the University of California—Davis place its students at
a disadvantage compared to students of the S.J.Quinney College of Law. The grades of students from schools
with higher mean normal values will appear more impressive than those from schools with lower values. To
compare such students fairly, the median value of the normal curve should be kept in mind.

No letter grades: Some schools have completely given up the letter grading system and award only Honors,
Pass, or Fail to their students when evaluating performance. In the list of the top 50 law schools, Berkeley
and Yale do not award grades and only evaluate students on whether they pass or fail a certain course, with
better-performing students being awarded Honors. Harvard law school has also started to award grades as
Honors, Pass, Low Pass, or Fail (“H, P, LP, or F").

GPAs Corresponding to Letter Grades at Different Schools

A+ A A- B+ B B- c+ |C C- D E F
Ohio State 100- 92- |89- |86 82 |79- |76 69- | 64
Univ. 93 90 97 83 80 |77 70 65 60
Univ. of 186- 179- 173- 167- | Below
Chicago 180 174 168 160 160
Univ. of 93& |92- |89 |85 |8 |79- |75 |72~ |69- 59 &
Colorado above | 90 86 83 80 |76 73 |70 60 below
Univ. of 43- |41 38 |35 |32 |29- |26- |23 20- 1T
lowa 42 39 36 |33 30 27 |24 21 18 15
Wake Forest 100- 89- 79- 69- Below
Univ. 90 80 70 66 66
Washington | 100- | 96-94 | 93-91 | 90- | 87- 84- 81 78- 73-
Univ.School | 97 88 85 82 79 4 70
of Law
Univ. of 43 40 37 33 30 27 |23 120 |17 10 0
Wisconsin

As can be seen from the table above, letter grades correspond to different GPAs at different schools.

Implications of Class Rankings

At the end of each semester, or sometimes at the end of the school year, law schools generally release the
rankings for each class. Class rankings are a distribution of the entire class based on each student's overall
GPA. A school may choose to release ranks as “top 10%," “next 20%," and so on. Since ranks are related to
GPAs, the implications that can be drawn from GPAs are applicable to class rankings as well. However, two
points are worth noting:

THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS 13



The most important factor impacting class rankings is the normal curve. Some schools tend to skew the
curve, while others allow for mild deviations by the evaluators implementing it. Discrepancies such as
these can have a slight impact on student GPAs and thus on class rankings. For a recruiter, it is important
to understand the composition of the curve and the rankings for each school. Information on grading
curves, whenever available, has been presented along with the school profiles.

Variations in the 4.0 GPA model, as stated earlier, affect class rankings. For instance, at Washington
University School of Law a 9217 GPA is the minimum requirement to be in the top 10% of the class, which
corresponds to an A-. The school's corresponding letter grades seem a bit higher than its number grades
since no other school has a 3.8 (the traditional A- grade in the 4.0 scale) as its top 10% cutoff grade. From
arecruiter's perspective, although the difference is not very large, care needs to be taken to understand
the grading system and the variations that the system has from the traditional grading methodology.
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LAW REVIEW PARTICIPATION

A law school's law review and journals offer student participants valuable experience in researching, editing,
and drafting scholarly articles on a wide range of legal issues. Articles that appear in these publications are
generally contributed by professors, students, and sometimes judges or other legal practitioners. These
articles, especially when written by renowned legal scholars, have been known to influence the course of
development of law and have even been cited by numerous respected judicial authorities, including the US
Supreme Court.

The history of the law review began when a group of students under the guidance of Professor James

Barr Ames founded the Harvard Law Review in 1887. In its original form, the publication included articles
contributed not only by students but also by Harvard law professors. The phenomenal success of the review
spawned law reviews at other schools, and it became a matter of prestige for a law school to publish its own
law review. The early editions of the Harvard Law Review were edited by law students, and this tradition
continues today.

The fact that law reviews are student-edited journals offers students on their editorial boards many
advantages. By editing articles, student editors acquire the ability to evaluate and refine legal and scholarly
writing, which sharpens their research, writing, and editing skills. Additionally, law review membership also
serves as an important tool in bringing students into contact with leading scholars and members of the
practicing bar.

Almost all law schools publish at least one law review, with many schools also publishing several journals that
examine various topics within the law. A school's main law review usually contains articles that deal with all
areas of the law. Law school journals are generally devoted to subjects such as intellectual property, religion,
national security, the environment, or gender issues.

Law review membership is highly coveted, as the editorial positions are awarded to students on the basis

of outstanding academic success or writing skills. Furthermore, the few spots available further distinguish
the top students in each law school. Most law schools select law review candidates on the basis of first-year
grades, also known as a “grade-on” competition. The grade-on process can be supplemented by a “write-on”
competition in which students are invited to enter an original piece of writing that is then judged by current
law review staff. The students who draft the best submissions are invited to become members of the law
review editorial board.

Members of a law review typically fall into one of two categories: staff members or editors. The second-year
members are staff members, and the third-year members usually serve as editors. Third-year members hold
editorial positions such as editor-in-chief, senior managing editor, senior note and comment editor, and senior
articles editor.

Staff members normally write a note or a comment for publication within the law review or journal. Staff
members also edit and cite check articles submitted by outside authors that are slated for publication. The
editorial board selects the articles that are to be published and is responsible for the entire editing process.
Some schools award academic credit to students for their membership on a law review or journal, while at
other schools such membership is considered a purely extracurricular activity.
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Large law firms and judges like to hire students who were part of their school’s law review. Student-editors,
like dependable attorneys and law clerks, write meticulous articles that they have researched exhaustively. A
prospective job candidate that has law review experience on their resume has a strong set of work ethics and
proven writing skills, making them more attractive to potential employers.

Rating Law Reviews and Journals

According to Alfred L. Brophy, Professor of Law, University of Alabama, there is a close connection between
the citation rankings of law reviews and the ranking of their law schools. He has observed the changes in both
the U.S. News rankings and law journal rankings over the past few years. His findings support a hypothesis
that as law schools improve (or decline); there is a corresponding change in the quality of their main law
journals (@s measured by citations in other journals). Thus, he suggests that “if one wants to know where

a law school is heading, in addition to the glossy material that the school sends out to announce new hires,
student successes, faculty publications, and talks sponsored by the school, one should spend some time
studying the scholarship its primary law review publishes.”

Impact-Factor

Impact-factor is the median number of citations per published article a journal receives from year to year. A
citation is a reference to a book, article, webpage, or other published item with sufficient details to uniquely
identify the item. The more frequently an article is cited, the greater the interest in its content and thus the
higher its prestige within the legal community.

Impact-factor shows the average number of annual citations to articles in each journal (rounded to two
decimal places). The Impact number is one of the tools to rank, evaluate, categorize, and compare journals.

The impact-factor of law reviews range from 2.86(Yale Law Journal) for the top-ranked law school to 0.43
(George Mason Law Review) for the 41st law school. This would indicate that the frequency of citations to
articles in the Yale Law Journal is higher than the frequency of citations of other law reviews.

Although the implication of establishing impact-factor as a measure of repute of a journal across all fields of
science and literature is debated, it is generally accepted that within a field, impact-factor provides a good
measure of the status of a journal. It is for this reason that students contributing to law reviews with high
impact factors are successful in establishing their academic prowess and are noticed not only by recruiters,
but by all.

Circulation
Another yardstick for measuring the influence of a law review is the circulation figure it enjoys.

Students and authors who contribute to law reviews that have higher circulations and thus greater readership
reach larger audiences. It is therefore more prestigious for students to have contributed to one of these
reviews.

The flagship law reviews of the top 50 law schools have been profiled below with their impact factors and
year of publications.
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Sr. | Rank | Top US Law School Law Review Year of Impact Factor
Publication | (2002-2009)

1 1 Yale Law School Yale Law Journal 1891 2.86

2 |2 Harvard Law School Harvard Law Review 1887 22

3 2 Stanford Law School Stanford Law Review 1948 2.6

4 4 Columbia Law School Columbia Law Review 1901 2.84

5 5 New York University New York University Law 1924 2.82
School of Law Review

6 |6 University of California— California Law Review 1912 2.65
Berkeley Boalt Hall School of
Law

7 |6 University of Chicago Law University of Chicago Law 1933 195
School Review

8 |8 University of Pennsylvania University of Pennsylvania 1842 257
Law School Law Review

9 |9 University of Michigan Law Michigan Law Review 1902 1.62
School

10 |10 Duke University School of Law | Duke Law Journal 1951 1.85

n /10 Northwestern University Northwestern University Law | 1906 21
School of Law Review

12 |10 University of Virginia School Virginia Law Review 1913 2.6
of Law

13 |13 Cornell University Law School | Cornell Law Review 1915 247

14 14 Georgetown University Law Georgetown Law Journal 1912 2.29
Center

15 |15 University of California—Los UCLA Law Review 1952 2.37
Angeles

16 |15 University of Texas School of | Texas Law Review 1922 2.27
Law

17 |17 Vanderbilt University Law Vanderbilt Law Review 1947 194
School

18 |18 University of Southern Southern California Law 1927 192
California Gould School of Law | Review

19 |19 Washington University School | Washington University Law | 1915 11
of Law-St. Louis Review

20 1 20 Boston University School of Boston University Law 1897 17
Law Review

21 |20 Emory Law School Emory Law Journal 1952 144

22 | 20 University of Minnesota Law Minnesota Law Review 1917 215

School
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Sr. | Rank | Top US Law School Law Review Year of Impact Factor
Publication | (2002-2009)

23 |23 Indiana University School of Indiana Law Journal 1926 126
Law-Bloomington

24 |23 University of lllinois College Notre Dame Law Review 1925 159
of Law

26 | 26 Boston College Law School Boston College Law Review | 1959 1.68

27 | 26 University of lowa College of | lowa Law Review 1915 1.63
Law

28 | 28 The College of William & Mary | William & Mary Law Review | 1948 1.81
Marshall-Wythe School of Law

29 | 28 The George Washington The George Washington Law | 1932 1.02
University Law School Review

30 | 30 Fordham Law School Fordham Law Review 1914 1

31 30 University of Alabama School | Alabama Law Review 1948 0.84
of Law

32 30 University of North Carolina North Carolina Law Review | 1922 148
School of Law

33 /30 University of Washington Washington Law Review 1925 1.02
School of Law

34 |30 Washington and Lee Washington and Lee Law 1939 098
University School of Law Review

35 |35 Ohio State University Michael | Ohio State Law Journal 1935 139
E. Moritz College of Law

36 |35 University of California—Davis | UC Davis Law Review 1978 15
School of Law

37 |35 University of Georgia School Georgia Law Review 1966 1.08
of Law

38 35 University of Wisconsin— Wisconsin Law Review 1920 1.37
Madison Law School

39 |39 University of North Carolina Hastings Law Journal 1949 1.51
School of Law

40 | 40 Wake Forest University School | Wake Forest Law Review 1965 147
of Law

41 4 Brigham Young University J. | Brigham Young University 1975 0.75
Reuben Clark Law School Law Review

42 |4 George Mason University George Mason Law Review | 1976 043
School of Law

43 143 University of Arizona James E. | Arizona Law Review 1959 122
Rogers College of Law

44 | 43 University of Maryland School | Maryland Law Review 1936 0.53

of Law

18

THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS




Sr. | Rank | Top US Law School Law Review Year of Impact Factor
Publication | (2002-2009)
45 | 45 American University American University Law 1952 123
Washington College of Law Review
46 | 45 Tulane University Law School | Tulane Law Review 19161918, 078
resumed
1929
47 | 45 University of Colorado School | University of Colorado Law | 1929 0.78
of Law Review
48 | 45 S.J.Quinney College of Law Utah Law Review 1948 078
49 | 49 Southern Methodist University | SMU Law Review 1947 0.54
Dedman School of Law
50 | 49 Benjamin N. Cardozo School Cardozo Law Review 1979 09
of Law
References

1

2.
3.
4.

http://www.thomsonreuters.com/business_units/scientific/free/essays/impactfactor/
http://lawlibwlu.edu/LJ/methodchange2007.asp

http://lawlibwlu.edu/LJ/index.aspx
http://www.colorado.edu/law/lawreview/issues/abstracts/emerging.pdf
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1 YALE LAW SCHOOL

MAILING ADDRESS" REGISTRAR'S PHONE
P.0. Box 208215 203-432-1678
New Haven, CT 06520-8215

ADMISSIONS PHONE
203-432-4995

MAIN PHONE
203-432-4992 CAREER SERVICES PHONE
203-432-1676
WEBSITE

http://www.law.yale.edu

Overview?3

Located in New Haven, Connecticut, Yale Law School is one of the world's premier law schools. It offers an
environment of excellence and educational intimacy in the form of a world-renowned faculty, small classes,
limitless opportunities for clinical training, and strong encouragement of public service. Small by design, the
law school's impact on the world is measured by its accomplished graduates and its ongoing scholarship and
outreach through numerous centers and projects.

For students, the experience is unparalleled. The faculty-student ratio supports a vast array of courses and
opportunities for independent research and student-organized seminars. Students get practical training by
representing real clients in clinics starting in their first year.

Throughout, a spirit of collaboration reigns. All first-term courses are ungraded, and subsequent classes
are graded Honors/Pass/Low Pass. Among the school's graduates are US presidents and Supreme Court
justices, and among its far-reaching projects are the Information Society Project and the China Law Center.

The Lillian Goldman Library of Yale Law School has a good collections of printed legal materials. The
collections are complemented by access to a growing array of online sources, as well as the strong
interdisciplinary collections housed nearby at more than twenty-five other campus libraries, including the
Sterling Memorial Library and the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library. The newly renovated law
library is to support the needs of twenty-first-century legal researchers by integrating access to print and
online sources throughout the library.

Student-Faculty Ratio*

6.81

Admission Criteria®

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:
LSAT GPA
25"-75! Percentile 169177  3.81:397
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Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 3109

Number accepted 238

Percentage accepted 7%

Class Ranking and Grades™®

All first-term courses are ungraded, and subsequent classes are graded honors/pass/low pass.

Grades for all degree students are:

Honors Work done in the course is significantly superior to the average level of
performance in the School.

Pass Successful performance of the work in the course.

Low Pass Work done in the course is below the level of performance expected for
the award of a degree.

Credit The course has been completed satisfactorily; no particular level of
performance is specified.

Failure No credit is given for the course.

Requirement Completed Indicates JD pre participation in Moot Court or Barristers’ Union

Grade Normalization (Curve)®

There is no required “curve” for grades in the law school classes. Individual class rank is not computed.

Awards™

Name of Award

Description

Charles G. Albom Prize

Awarded for excellence in the area of judicial and/or administrative
appellate advocacy in connection with a law school clinical program

Thurman Arnold Appellate Competition
Prize

Awarded for the best student argument in advanced moot court
competition

Burton H. Brody Prize in Constitutional
Law

Awarded for the best paper on a subject to be selected by the
dean on the extent of the protection of privacy afforded by the
US Constitution

Nathan Burkan Memorial Competition
Prize

Awarded for the best paper(s) on the subject of copyright law

Benjamin N. Cardozo Prize

Awarded for the best brief submitted by a student in moot court
competition
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John Fletcher Caskey Prize

Awarded for the best presentation of a case on final trial in the
Thomas Swan Barristers' Union

Joseph A. Chubb Competition Prize

Two prizes awarded to individual students or two-person teams
for legal draftsmanship

Barry S. Cohen, JD 1950, Prize

Awarded for meritorious writing on a subject related to literature
and the law, reflecting either upon the law in literature, the law
as literature, the law of literature, or literature in the law

Felix S. Cohen Prize

Awarded for the best essay on some subject relating to legal
philosophy with special reference to Mr. Cohen's main fields of
professional work: human rights, jurisprudence, protection of
the rights of Indians and aliens, and comparative ethical systems
and legal ideals

Edgar M. Cullen Prize

Awarded for an outstanding paper written by a member of the
first-year class

Michael Egger Prize

Awarded for the best student note or comment on current social
problems in the Yale Law Journal

Thomas |. Emerson Prize

Awarded for a distinguished paper or project on a subject
related to legislation

John Currier Gallagher Prize

Awarded for proficiency in the presentation of a case on final trial in
the Thomas Swan Barristers’ Union

Ambrose Gherini Prize

Awarded for the best paper on a subject of international law,
either public or private

Margaret Gruter Prize

Awarded for the best paper on how ethology, biology, and
related behavioral sciences may deepen understanding of law

Jerome Sayles Hess Prize for International
Law

Awarded for excellence in the area of international law

Jewell Prize

Awarded for outstanding contribution to a law school journal
other than the Yale Law Journal

Florence M. Kelley '37 Family Law Prize

Awarded for exceptional interest or achievement in the area of
family law

Khosla Memorial Fund for Human
Dignity

Awarded for active engagement in advancing the values of
human dignity in the international arena

Raphael Lemkin Prize

Awarded for outstanding student papers on international human
rights

Stephen J. Massey Prize

Awarded to the student who best exempilifies, in work on behalf of
clients and in other community service, the values of the Jerome N.
Frank Legal Services Organization at Yale Law School

Judge William E. Miller Prize

Awarded for the best paper on the Bill of Rights

C. LaRue Munson Prize

Awarded for excellence in the investigation, preparation, and
(where permitted under the Legal Internship Rule) presentation
of civil, criminal, or administrative law cases, under a law school
clinical program

23 THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS




John M. Olin Prize

Awarded for the best student essay on law, economics, and
public policy during the academic year

Joseph Parker Prize

Awarded for the best paper on a subject connected with legal
history or Roman law

Israel H. Peres Prize

Awarded for the best student contribution to the Yale Law Journal
if no award is made, income of fund is used to purchase books for
the law library

Clifford L. Porter Prize

Awarded for outstanding student performance in taxation

Edward D. Robbins Memorial Prize

Awarded for outstanding contribution of a third-year student to
a law school journal other than the Yale Law Journal

Benjamin Scharps Prize

Awarded for a meritorious essay or research in one course on
some legal subject

Potter Stewart Prize

Awarded for the best overall argument in the moot court trial
argument by a student team

Harlan Fiske Stone Prize

Awarded for the best oral argument by a student in moot court

Colby Townsend Memorial Prize

Awarded for the best individual research done by a member
of the second-year class for academic credit, if such work is of
sufficiently high quality to justify the award

William K.S. Wang Prize

Awarded for superior performance in the introductory course in
corporate law

Francis Wayland Prize

Awarded for demonstrating the greatest proficiency in preparing
and presenting a case in negotiation, arbitration, and litigation

Quintin Johnstone Prize in Real
Property Law

Awarded to a second- or third-year student for excellence in the
area of real property law

Journals

The Yale Law Journalis one of the nation’s leading legal periodicals. The journal publishes articles, essays,
and book reviews by professional authors, as well as student notes and comments. A board of student editors
manages and produces eight issues of the journal per year. The newly launched YLJ Online features original
essays on timely and novel legal developments as well as responses to articles from the print journal. YLJ
Online replaces the journal's previous online forum, The Pocket Part, and advances the journal’'s mission of
making substantive legal scholarship readily accessible online. The journal is edited by second- and third-year
law students who attain journal membership in a competitive selection process.!

The Yale Law & Policy Review publishes pieces on a wide range of issues at the intersection of law and
policy, including affirmative action, campaign finance reform, urban policing, education policy, and the war on

terrorism.'2

The Yale Journal of Law & Feminism is committed to publishing pieces about women'’s experiences, especially
as they have been structured, affected, controlled, discussed, or ignored by the law. These experiences include
the particular experiences of women of color and of lesbians. It encourages submissions of articles, essays, and
reviews on any subject bearing upon the intersection of law and feminism.”
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The Yale Journal of Law & the Humanities explores the intersections among law, the humanities, and the
humanistic social sciences. It is a biannual publication edited by students from the law school and several
graduate departments in the university and advised by a board of distinguished scholars.'

The Yale Journal of International Law is one of the world's preeminent international law journals. The Yale
Journal of International Law contains articles and comments written by scholars, practitioners, policymakers,
and students on a wide range of topics in public and private international law. Published twice a year, the
journal is a primary forum for the discussion and analysis of contemporary international legal problems.!s

The Yale Journal on Regulation is a legal journal that publishes scholarly articles twice a year in fields
including telecommunications, bankruptcy, information technology, antitrust, healthcare, environmental law,
utilities, and corporate/securities requlation. The Yale Journal on Regulationis a national forum for legal,
political, and economic analysis of current issues in regulatory policy.'é 17

The Yale Human Rights & Development Law Journal provides a broad range of perspectives on issues

at the intersection of human rights and development. The journal is edited by students who are advised by
members of the law school faculty. The journal aims to explore the tension and congruence between human
rights and development. There is much discussion and debate over what these concepts mean and how
they interrelate. These issues demand holistic, cross-cutting analysis, and so the journal encourages writings
that draw upon various academic disciplines, such as political science, public policy, economics, health, and
sociology. It features pieces representing the broadest possible range of perspectives. It welcomes pieces
that focus on different fields within the law, such as constitutional law, economic regulation, international law,
and institutional reform, as well as pieces dealing with issues that arise in national (including US), regional,
and international contexts in both the “industrialized" and the “developing” world."®

The Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, and Ethics is a biannual publication of the Yale schools of

law, medicine, epidemiology and public health, and nursing. The journal strives to provide a forum for
interdisciplinary discussion on topics in health policy, health law, and biomedical ethics. It targets a broad and
diverse readership of academicians, professionals, and students in medicine, law, and public health, as well as
policymakers and legislators in healthcare.”®

The Yale Journal of Law & Technology offers its readers a cutting-edge, dynamic environment in which

to acquire and produce knowledge about the interface between law and technology. The journal publishes
scholarly articles, incisive think pieces, and lectures and written pieces by guests of the Law and Technology
Society as well as other scholars and professionals.2®

Moot Court? 22

Each semester, the Morris Tyler Moot Court Competition takes place at Yale Law School. All second-and
third-year law students are eligible and encouraged to participate. The pre-part program of the Morris Tyler
Moot Court Competition is the 1L version. First-year students who are interested in competing in the Morris
Tyler Competition are strongly encouraged to participate in the program. It encourages first-year students
to hone their skills in brief writing and oral argument by drafting a brief and participating in oral arguments.
Students are paired with one or more advisors from the Moot Court Board of Directors. Participants are
also invited to attend workshops led by faculty members, practitioners, judges, and/or Moot Court Board
members.
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Clinical Programs®

Students at the law school have the opportunity to earn credit for their clinic work, much of which contains a
classroom component. The clinical programs offered by Yale include:

The Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization (LSO), which provides legal representation to individuals
and organizations in need of legal help but unable to afford private attorneys. With more than 15 separate
clinics, LSO clinical opportunities offer a wide range of options for students.

The Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights Law Clinic, a law school course that gives students
firsthand experience in human rights advocacy under the supervision of international human rights lawyers.

Several other clinical programs give students direct experience in the practice of law in particular areas:

The Environmental Protection Clinic is an interdisciplinary clinic that addresses environmental law and
policy problems on behalf of client organizations such as environmental groups, government agencies, and
international bodies.

The Nonprofit Organizations Clinic provides legal assistance to nonprofit organizations that cannot afford
to retain private counsel.

Balancing Civil Liberties and National Security after September 11 is a clinic/seminar that focuses on civil
liberties cases arising from new government policies after September 11, 2001.

The Supreme Court Clinic combines classroom instruction about the Court with hands-on involvement with
litigation projects.

The Capital Markets and Financial Instruments Regqulation Clinic offers students to research and
comment on proposed regulations that affect corporate governance and capital markets.

Placement Facts?

Starting Salaries (2007 Graduates Employed Full-Time)
Private sector (25175t percentile) | $145,000-5160,000
Median in the private sector $160,000
Median in public service $55,706

Employment Details

Graduates known to be employed at graduation | 96.4%

Graduates known to be employed nine months

0,
after graduation 99.5%
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Practice Areas®®

Practice Employed In Percentage
Private Practice 35.5%
Business/Industry 4.3%
Government 59%

Public Interest Organization 9.68%

Judicial Clerkship M1.4%
Military 0%
Academic 3.2%
Unknown 0%

Externships/Internshipsz-2s
Externships

Students in this clinical externship can earn up to 3 units of credit to assist state or federal prosecutors with
their responsibilities, both before and at trial. Placements are available in New Haven and surrounding cities
and in a variety of fields, including misdemeanors, felonies, or specialized areas such as career criminal,
traffic, or appellate work.

Internships

The Law and Media Program facilitates summer internships with public interest and for-profit organizations,
where students can get valuable experience in media law, defense of the First Amendment, and the
protection of journalism and journalists.

Each summer the Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization of Yale Law School (LSO) has an intern
program of approximately 20-25 part- and full- time students, from Yale and other law schools.

Student Organizations®

»  American Constitution Society for Law and Policy
* Animal Legal Defense Fund

+  The Association of Law Students with Significant Others (ALSSO)
+  Barristers' Union

+  The Black Law Students’ Association

+ The Capital Assistance Project

+  The Catholic Students' Association

+  College Acceptance

+  The Court Jesters

»  The Green Haven Prison Project

+ Habeas Chorus

+ The Initiative for Public Interest Law at Yale, Inc.
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+  The Latino Law Students’ Association

+ The J.Reuben Clark Law Society

»  The Lowenstein Human Rights Project

«  The Morris Tyler Moot Court of Appeals

*  The Muslim Law Students’ Association

»  The National Lawyers Guild

«  The Native American Law Students’ Association
* New Haven Cares

*  YLS OutLaws

«  The OWLS

«  The Pacific Islander, Asian, and Native American Law Students’ Association
*  The Pro Bono Network

+  Project for Law and Education at Yale

+  The Rebellious Lawyering Conference

»  Six Angry Men

+  The South Asian Law Students’ Association

* The Street Law

»  The Thomas Swan Barristers' Union

+  The Temporary Restraining Order Project

+ Universities Allied for Essential Medicine

«  Women and Youth in Support of Each Other
+  The Women of Color Collective

« The Yale Entertainment and Sports Law Association
»  The Yale Environmental Law Association

« The Yale Federalist Society

« The Yale Forum on International Law

»  The Yale Graduate Law Students’ Association
* YIPPIE! (Yale Incentive Program for Public Interest Employment)
+  The Yale Jewish Law Students’ Association

* The Yale Law & Business Society

+ The Yale Law and Technology Society

« The Yale Law Christian Fellowship

*  The Yale Law Democrats

+ The Yale Law International Association

+ The Yale Law Republicans

» Theannual Yale Law Revue

+  Yale Law School Workers' Rights Project

+ Yale Law Social Entrepreneurs

+ Yale Law Students for Reproductive Justice

*  Yale Law Students for Life

+ The Yale Law Veterans Association

*  Yale Law Women

+ The Yale Project for Civil Rights
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http://www.yale.edu/mootcourt/prepart.ntm
http://www.law.yale.edu/academics/clinicalopportunities.htm
http://premium.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/items/03027/@@career-prospects.html
http://www.nalplawschoolsonline.org/ndisdir_search_results.asp?Iscd=10703&yr=2009
http://www.law.yale.edu/academics/prosextern.htm
http://www.lawyale.edu/intellectuallife/LAMPinternships.htm
http://www.law.yale.edu/academics/Isosummerinternships.htm
http://www.law.yale.edu/studentlife/Studentorganizations.htm
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2 HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

MAILING ADDRESS" 2 REGISTRAR'S PHONE
1563 Massachusetts Avenue 617-495-4612
Cambridge, MA 02138

ADMISSIONS PHONE

617-495-3109
MAIN PHONE
617-495-3100 CAREER SERVICES PHONE
617-495-3119

WEBSITE
http://www.law.harvard.edu

Overview?*
Founded in 1817, Harvard Law School is the oldest continuously operating law school in the United States.

Harvard Law School offers an energetic and creative learning environment, a diverse and dedicated faculty—
whose expertise spans a broad array of legal subjects—and a student body that comes from every state in the
US and more than 70 countries around the world.

Approximately 1900 students attend HLS each year. The faculty includes more than 100 full-time professors
and more than 150 visiting professors, lecturers on law, and instructors. The curriculum features more than
260 courses and seminars that cover a broad range of traditional and emerging legal fields.

A Harvard Law education prepares students for success in law practice, business, public service, teaching,
and more. Most HLS students are pursuing a JD (Juris Doctor) degree, while many others are earning an
LLM (Master of Laws) or the SUD (Doctor of Juridical Science). Harvard Law School also offers many joint
degree programs, coordinated programs, and concurrent degree opportunities with other schools within
Harvard University. The law school community is also home to numerous research programs and engaging
publications, including books, scholarly periodicals, newsletters, and a weekly student newspaper.

Since 2006, the law school's introductory curriculum has included new courses on problem-solving,
legislation and regulation, and comparative and international law. The law school is deepening advanced
programs of study in law and government; law, science and technology; international and comparative law;
law and business; and law and social change; cross-university initiatives including joint degree programs; and
study abroad opportunities.

The library is the largest academic law library in the world, and continues to reinvent itself to meet the needs

of the law school. The library seeks to offer empirical research support, collect more interdisciplinary and
international materials - and to support Harvard Law School’s Programs of Study.

Student-Faculty Ratio’

10.011
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http://www.law.harvard.edu/

Admission Criteria®

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:
LSAT GPA
25"-75 Percentile 170176 3.74:395

Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 7,099
Number accepted 819
Percentage accepted 1.5

Class Ranking and Grades™

Harvard Law School recently adopted a new grading system where students who started at HLS in
September 2008 or later will receive Honors, Pass, Low Pass or Fail grades instead of traditional letter grades.
Students from the Class of 2010 will be graded under the new system for their third year courses only. Pass/
fail classes will now be designated credit/fail. In accordance with law school's grading scale, unsatisfactory
work would receive an F.

In addition, in classes with over 30 students, professors may, at their discretion, award one or two “Dean’s
Scholar” prizes for outstanding work. Dean’s Scholar prizes will be noted on the student’s transcript.

All work for which students have registered as of 2008-09, including independent writing, will be graded
according to the prior grading system (A, A-, and so on), even if that work is completed in 2009-10.

Grade Normalization (Curve)"
Under the new grading system, the recommended grade distribution for larger classes (over 30 students) is:

*  Honors: 37%

+  Pass:55%
*  Low Pass: 8%

Honors™

The system for awarding Latin Honors to graduates has also been modified.

Honor Criteria

summa cum laude Top 1% of the graduating class
magna cum laude Next 10% of the graduating class
cum laude Next 30% of the graduating class
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Awards®

Name of Award

Description

Yong K. Kim '95 Memorial Prize

Awarded for the best paper concerning the law or legal
history of the nations and peoples of East Asia or issues of law
pertaining to US-East Asia relations

Andrew L. Kaufman Pro Bono Service
Award

Winner selected on records of total completed pro bono hours
submitted by students

Irving Oberman Memorial Award

Awarded for the best essay by a student on each of six current
legal subjects

Frank S. Righeimer Jr. Student Prize for
Citizenship

Awarded to a graduating student to recognize exceptional
citizenship within the law school community

Sidney I. Roberts Prize

Awarded for the best paper in the field of taxation

Sears Prize

Awarded to the two first-year students and the two second-year
students with the highest grade point averages

Boykin C. Wright Memorial Fund

For the winning and losing teams in the final argument of the
Ames Competition

Joseph H. Beale Prize

Awarded for the highest grade in Conflict of Laws

Addison Brown Prize

Awarded for the best essay on private international law or
maritime law

Victor Brudney Prize

Awarded for the best paper on corporate governance

Dean’s Awards for Community
Leadership

Awarded for community leadership

Fay Diploma Awarded to the student with the highest graduating average for
three years
Laylin Prize Awarded for the best paper on public international law

George Leisure Award

Awarded to the best oralist in the Ames Competition

Mancini Prize

Awarded for the best essay on European law and European legal
thought

John M. Olin Prizes

Awarded for the best papers in the area of law and economics

Roger Fisher and Frank E.A. Sander
Prize

Awarded for the best student paper on a topic related to
negotiation, dispute system design, mediation, dispute
resolution, or ADR

Program on International Financial
Systems Prize

Awarded for the best paper written in the seminar on
international finance

Davis Polk Legal Profession Paper Prize

The purpose of this prize is to encourage deeper reflection and
consideration by HLS students about their chosen profession,
its role in society, and the many challenges that lawyers face

in a rapidly-changing world. Paper topics must relate to the
legal profession itself or to a related aspect of the delivery of
professional services.
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LGBTQ Writing Prize Awarded annually to the best student paper concerning lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender or Queer legal issues

Morgan Chu Prize Awarded to the student with the highest first year grades

Journals

The Harvard Law Review is a student-run organization that focuses on publishing high-quality legal
scholarship. Student editors make all editorial and organizational decisions and, together with a professional
business staff of three, carry out day-to-day operations.™

The Harvard BlackLetter Law Journalis renamed as ‘' The Harvard Journal on Racial and Ethnic Justice'.
For 25 years, the Harvard BlackLetter Law Journal has been home to legal scholarship exploring the
contemporary and historic challenges facing all racial and ethnic minorities. Therefore the new journal title,
to more accurately reflect the breadth of its subject matter.'®

The Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review was founded in 1966 as an instrument to advance
personal freedoms and human dignities. The review seeks to advance progressive thought and dialogue
through the publication of innovative legal scholarship from various perspectives in diverse fields of study.’

The Harvard Environmental Law Review has been published semiannually, in winter and spring, since 1976.
Its focus remains on articles that examine a broad range of environmental affairs.”

The Harvard Human Rights Journal was founded in 1988 and has since endeavored to be a site for a broad
spectrum of scholarship on international and domestic human rights issues. The journal publishes a range of
original scholarly works on human rights issues of contemporary relevance, and in the past has featured pieces
on subjects as diverse as refugee asylum law, female prisoner’s rights, rights of child soldiers, oil and the role of
the World Bank, detention, rendition, and domestic violence.'®

The Harvard International Law Journal has been ranked as having the strongest academic reputation,

by senior scholars in the international and comparative law fields, of all student-edited international and
comparative law specialty journals. The journal publishes articles on international, comparative, and foreign
law; the role of international law in US courts; and the international ramifications of US domestic law.”

The Harvard Journal of Law & Gender publishes articles, recent developments, essays, and book reviews.
Its areas of focus include gender and the law, feminist jurisprudence, and social equality.2®

The Harvard Law & Policy Review is a biannual, official journal of the American Constitution Society for Law
and Policy. The review provides a forum for debate between legal scholars, policymakers, and practitioners.?'

The Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy is published three times annually by the Harvard Society for
Law & Public Policy, Inc., an organization of Harvard Law School students. The journal is one of the most
widely circulated student-edited law reviews and the nation’s leading forum for conservative and libertarian
legal scholarship.22

The Harvard Journal of Law & Technology publishes writings by academics, practitioners, and policymakers
on a variety of topics, including intellectual property, biotechnology, e-commerce, cybercrime, the Internet,

telecommunications, and the impact of technology on legal practice.®
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The Harvard Journal on Legislation is the nation's premier legal journal focused on the analysis of
legislation and the legislative process. First published in 1964, the Journal on Legislation is the third oldest
journal at Harvard Law School, after the Harvard Law Review and the International Law Journal. The journal
is published semi-annually, in winter and summer. For nearly half a century, the Journal on Legislation has
provided a forum for scholarship on legislative reform and on the efficiency and effectiveness of legislative
decision-making. The journal is especially interested in publishing articles that examine public policy problems
of nationwide significance and propose legislation to resolve them. The journal also publishes a bi-annual
Congress Issue, which includes policy essays written by members of Congress.24

The Harvard Latino Law Review, an annual publication, provides a forum for the scholarly discussion of legal
issues affecting Latinos and Latinas in the United States. Recent articles have addressed issues including
racial profiling, the English-only movement, the paradox of the alien-citizen, and the future of Latino legal
scholarship.2®

The Harvard Negotiation Law Review provides a forum in which scholars from many disciplines can discuss
negotiation as it relates to law and legal institutions. It is aimed specifically at lawyers and legal scholars. In

its 14 year history, the journal has explored interdisciplinary academic perspectives on such topics as decision
analysis; litigation settlement; mediator roles, strategies and tactics; the lawyer’s role as a problem solver;
reconsideration of legal education in light of negotiation; and a range of case studies of innovative negotiation
and mediation systems around the world.2¢

The Unbound: Harvard Journal of the Legal Left is an online journal of the legal left at Harvard Law
School—and also the community of left-affiliated students, professors, and practitioners who publish it.
Unbound seeks to begin a redefinition project, staking out a place for left legal intellectual discussion and
formulating a new set of ideas for a new century.?

Moot Courtz

The upper-level Ames Moot Court Competition was established in 1911 as the result of a bequest by the late
Dean James Barr Ames. The Board of Student Advisers is charged with administrating the competition,
which over the years has become one of the most-anticipated events on the Harvard Law School calendar.
The competition takes place in three rounds, beginning with the qualifying round (held in the fall of
competitors' 2L year), followed by the semi-final round (held in the spring of competitors' 2L year), and
culminating in the final round (held in the fall of competitors' 3L year).

Clinical Programs?3°

The Clinical Legal Education Program is one of the most important and valued aspects of a Harvard Law
School education. In clinics, students take direct responsibility for representing clients in actual cases under
the supervision of nearly 70 HLS clinical faculty and instructors who are expert practitioners in their fields.
Harvard also provides unparalleled financial support to supplement students in certain aspects of clinical and
pro bono work.
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Through the Clinical Legal Education Program, HLS students represent clients in actual cases under the
supervision of Harvard faculty and staff attorneys. With clinical placements in more than 30 areas of the law
and the opportunity for students to create their own, HLS provides following clinical opportunities:

+  Child Advocacy Program

+  Criminal Justice Institute

+  Criminal Prosecution Clinic

«  Cyberlaw and Intellectual Property Clinic (Berkman Center for Internet and Society)
«  Education Law / Trauma Learning Policy Initiative

«  Employment Civil Rights Clinic (LSC)

+  Environmental Law and Policy Clinic

+  Family and Children (LSC)

+  Gender Violence Clinic

+  Government Lawyer - Semester in Washington

+  Government Lawyer - The Prosecutor

+  Harvard Defenders

+  Harvard Legal Aid Bureau

+  Harvard Mediation Program (HMP)

+  Health, Disability, and Planning (LSC)

+  HLS Advocates for Human Rights

+  Independent Clinical

+ International Human Rights Clinic (Human Rights Program)
+  Judicial Process

+  Negotiation and Mediation Clinic

+  Post-Foreclosure Eviction Defense Housing Clinic (LSC)

+  Predatory Lending Prevention / Consumer Protection Clinic (LSC)
+  Prison Legal Assistance Project (PLAP)

+  Recording Artists Project (RAP)

+  Sports Law

+  Supreme Court Clinic

«  Tenant Advocacy Project (TAP)

+  Transactional Law Clinics

+  War Crimes Prosecution

Placement Facts®

Starting Salaries (2007 Graduates Employed Full-Time)
Private sector (2575t percentile) | $160,000-5160,000
Median in the private sector $160,000
Median in public service $54,000
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Employment Details

Graduates known to be employed at graduation | 97.2%

Graduates known to be employed nine months | 99.3%
after graduation

Practice Areas

Practice Employed In Percentage
Private Practice 66.03%
Business/Industry 418%
Government 3.66%
Public Interest Organization 6.10%
Judicial Clerkship 18.99%
Military 0.00%
Academic 1.04%
Unknown 0.00%

Externships/Internships3*34

Externships

Students are allocated to work in externship placements through some clinical courses. These are non-HLS
organizations such as governmental and non-profit offices, local legal services organizations, or law firms.
Boston offices or long-distance placements such as agencies in Washington, DC are also included in externship
placements. A few clinical courses may offer a variety of placements across in-house or externship placements.

Internships

Each year Human Rights Program (HRP) helps place dozens of Harvard Law School students in summer
internships for human rights. Summer fellowships for human rights internships are a central part of the Harvard
human rights experience and provide rich professional, personal, and intellectual opportunities. Many students
and alumni/ae who are committed to human rights were introduced to the field through an internship. Interns
work for at least ten weeks with nongovernmental or intergovernmental organizations concerned with human
rights, almost exclusively outside the United States (except for LLMs). The Program encourages interns to work
in organizations in the developing world that are actively involved in monitoring and responding to human rights
violations, grass roots mobilization, or similar activities. Students are free to seek out organizations and design
new internships.
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Student Organizations?:

»  Abigail Adams Society

+  Advocates for Education

+  Advocates for Human Rights

+  Alliance for Israel

«  American Civil Liberties Union

*  American Constitution Society

»  Appleseed Center for Electoral Reform
+  Armed Forces Association

« Arts & Literature Law Society

+ Asia Law Society

+  Asian Pacific American Law Students Association
+ Association for Law and Business

*  Audiophiles

+  Ballroom Dance Society

+  Big Brother/Big Sister Organization

»  Black Law Students Association

+  Black Letter Law Journal

+  Board of Student Advisers

+ Canadian Law Society

+ Caribbean Law Association

« Catholic Law Students Association

+  Chamber Music Society

+  Child and Youth Advocates

«  Christian Fellowship

+  Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review
+  Coalition Against Gender Violence

«  Coalition to Stop Bank Evictions

+  Committee for Multi-Cultural Unity

«  Committee on Sports and Entertainment Law
«  Couples Association

+  Crew: Men and Women

« Direct Action Against Poverty

+ Drama Society

*  Environmental Law Review

« Ethics, Law, and Biotechnology Society
+  European Law Association

»  Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy
+  Forum on Local Government and Politics
«  Gary Bellow Public Service Award

»  Gender Justice Working Group

» Harvard African Law Association

+ Harvard Asia Quarterly

» Harvard Defenders

+ Harvard Immigration Project
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Harvard International Affairs Council
Harvard International Law Journal

Harvard Journal on Racial and Ethnic Justice
Harvard Journal on Sports and Entertainment Law
Harvard Law Entrepreneurs

Harvard Law Review

Harvard National Security Journal

Harvard National Security Research Committee
Harvard Negotiators

HLS Chinese-American Law Students Association
HLS Democrats

HLS for Peace

HLS for Reproductive Justice

HLS Forum

HLS Golf Club

HLS Latter-day Saints Student Association
HLS Project on Wrongful Convictions

HLS Republicans

HLS Running Club

HLS Student Bar Association

HLS Student Government

HLS Student Government

HLS TaxHelp

HLS/KSG Association for Law and Policy
Human Rights Journal

In Vino Veritas

International Law Society

JD/MBA Association

Jewish Law Students Association

Journal of Law & Gender (formerly Women's Law Journal)
Journal of Law and Public Policy

Journal of Law and Technology

Journal on Legislation

Just Democracy

Justice for Palestine

Kids in the Court Program

Korean Association of Harvard Law School
La Alianza

Labor and Employment Action Project
Lambda

Latin American Law Society

Latino Law Review

Law and Health Care Society

Law and International Development Society
Law and Mind Sciences

Legal Aid Bureau
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» Legal Theory Forum

*  Mediation Program

+  Middle Eastern Law Students Association
+  Multiracial Law Students Association

*  Muslim Law Students Association

* NAACP-HLS Chapter

+  National Lawyers Guild - HLS Chapter

+ National Security and Law Association

» National Security and Law Association

+ Native American Law Students Association
+ Negotiation Law Review

*  OneDaysWork

+  Parents at the Law School

«  Prison Legal Assistance Project

» Reaching Out Against Depression (ROAD)
* Real Estate Association

* Roscoe Pound Society

+  Scales of Justice

+ Soccer Club

+  Society for Law, Life, and Religion

«  Softball Club

+  South Asian Law Students Association

+ Squash Club

+  Statler and Waldorf, LLP

+  Student Animal Legal Defense Fund

+  Student Funded Fellowships

»  Student Public Interest Network

« Target Shooting Club

+ Tenant Advocacy Project

+  Tennis Club

+  The Harvard Law Record

+  The Society for Law and Global Policy

»  The Society of Law and Family Matters

« The Southern Legal Society

+ Unbound: Harvard Journal of the Legal Left
» Urban Debate League

+ Women of Color Collective

+ Women's Law Association

+ Women's Law Journal
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3 STANFORD LAW SCHOOL

1

MAILING ADDRESS REGISTRAR'S PHONE

Crown Quadrangle 650-723-0994
559 Nathan Abbott Way
Stanford, CA 94305-8610 ADMISSIONS PHONE

650-723-4985
MAIN PHONE
650-723-2465 CAREER SERVICES PHONE
650-723-3924
WEBSITE
http://www.law.stanford.edu

Overviewzs

Stanford Law School first welcomed students in 1893, two years after Stanford University opened its

doors. The Stanford Law Department, as it was initially called, accepted freshmen in a program leading to

a bachelor’s degree in law. The first professor to be engaged was Benjamin Harrison, former President of
the United States, who delivered a landmark series of lectures on the Constitution. The second was Nathan
Abbott, a scholar who was to head the nascent law program. Abbott assembled around him a small faculty
to which he imparted a standard of rigor and excellence that endures to this day. Stanford's law program was
officially transformed into a modern professional school in 1924 when it began requiring a bachelor’s degree
for admission. That same year, Stanford's Board of Trustees adopted a resolution making the law school a
purely graduate school.

Stanford Law School's courses assist students with building a solid foundation in legal theory and honing
their skills in any legal specialty. Students can select from courses in subjects ranging from economics

and business to science and technology to international law and public service. Students can pursue an
established joint degree, customize a degree, or explore law's intersections with other disciplines through
team-taught courses and academic concentrations. Through nine clinics, students, under the guidance of
faculty, sharpen their skills, expand their perspectives, and cultivate the values that make for effective, ethical
attorneys.

The Robert Crown Law Library has a collection of more than 500,000 print volumes and an incredible array
of online databases. The library's catalog (Socrates) is available online and is a gateway to books, journals, e-
journals, and online databases. Resources unigue to the law library are available via the library's webpage also.

Student-Faculty Ratio®

8.61

Admission Criteria”

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:
LSAT GPA
25M-75t Percentile 168-172 376394
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Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 3943
Number accepted 364
Percentage accepted 9.2%

Class Ranking and Grades®™"

In Autumn, 2008, Stanford Law School adopted a new grading system for all courses.
The policy is effective beginning the fall 2008 and it will apply to the class of 2010 onward. The new policy
does not apply to the class of 2009, which graduated on the old grading and honors system.

The law school's new grading system replaces the letter number option and the optional 3K option with
following grades

H Honors Exceptional work, significantly superior to the
average performance at the school

P Pass Representing successful mastery of the course
material

MP Mandatory Pass Representing P or better work. (No Honors grades
are available for Mandatory P classes.)

R Restricted Credit Representing work that is unsatisfactory

F Fail Representing work that does not show minimally
adequate mastery of the material

| Incomplete

N Continuing Course

* No Grade Reported

These grades will be given in courses that would have been “on-mean” or “off-mean” under the traditional
grading system. The 3K grading basis uses the symbols K, RK, and NK, which translates into credit, restricted
credit, and no credit.

Legal Research and Writing in the first-year curriculum will be graded on the H/P/R/F scale for the Class of
2011 and ensuing classes. Classes that would have been mandatory 3K under the traditional grading system
(other than Legal Research and Writing in the first year) will have a slightly different grading scheme to reflect
the mandatory nature of the passing grade. In those courses, the grades will be as follows:

MP Mandatory Pass Representing P or better work (No Honors grades
are available for Mandatory P classes)

R Restricted Credit Representing work that is unsatisfactory

F Fail Representing work that does not show minimally

adequate mastery of the material
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In addition to the above grades, professors may award class prizes to recognize extraordinary performance in
a particular course.

No more than one prize may be awarded for every 15 students in a course. Outside of first-year required
courses, awarding these prizes is at the discretion of the instructor.

Also, effective Autumn 2009-2010, units earned by Stanford Law School students are quarter units. Units
earned prior to 2009-2010 are semester units.

Grading System Prior to Autumn, 2008

Prior to August, 2008, Stanford Law School had a numerical grading system with grades ranging from a 2.1to
a 4.3. These numerical grades corresponded to letter grades as follows:

A+(4.3-4.2) B+(34-3.2) R22)
A(41-39) B(31-29) F @D
A-(3.8-35) B-(2.8-2.5)

Between Autumn, 2001 and Spring, 2008, the mandatory mean in all examination courses was a 3.4. As
Directed Research, writing courses, and many very small classes were off-mean, the mean grade among
students in that particular class is listed after the grade given to the student.

Transcripts of alumni in the Classes of 2009 and earlier will have grades under this old system. Transcripts for
students in the Class of 2010 will show first-year grades under the old system, but subsequent classes under
the new grading system described above.

Students under the system used prior to 2008 could elect to take a limited number of courses on a credit/no-
credit system (identified on the transcript as K/NK). In the first term of the first year, students could elect to
take any or all of their classes K/NK. Thereafter, students could exercise the option in no more than two other
courses. K was awarded for work that was comparable to numerical grades 4.3 to 2.5; RK for R-level work;
and NK for F-level work. A small number of courses were mandatory K/NK, either as school policy or at the
discretion of the faculty member. These grades appear on the transcript as KM.

Grade Normalization (Curve)'> '
There are no grade point averages under the new grading system.

Stanford Law School imposes strict limitations on the percentage of Honors grades that professors may

award. Students, who would have received a grade on the mandatory mean (3.4), or even a 3.5 or 3.6 under
the former numerical system, will receive a Pass under the current grading system.
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Honors*

The new system includes a shared norm for the proportion of honors to be awarded in both exam and paper

courses.

The law school will no longer use or award the Order of the Coif or “Graduation with Distinction” honors.
Instead, prizes will be awarded in individual courses to recognize outstanding student performance. In first-
year required classes, two prizes will be available in small sections, and four in large sections. In advanced
classes, professors have discretion whether and how many prizes to award. The maximum guideline for all
courses will be one per every 15 students. Prizes will be registered on student transcripts.

The new policy does not apply to the class of 2009, which will remain on the old grading and honors system.

Honor

Criteria

Order of the Coif

Top10%

First-Year Honor

Highest cumulative GPA at the end of the first year

Second-Year Honor

Highest cumulative GPA at the end of the second year

Nathan Abbott Scholar

Highest cumulative GPA at the end of the student’s third Stanford year

Urban A. Sontheimer Third-
Year Honor

Second-highest cumulative GPA at the end of the student’s third Stanford
year

Awards'’ "
Name of Award Description
Steven M. Block Civil Liberties Award Awarded for the best written work on issues relating to personal

freedom by third-year students

Carl Mason Franklin Prize

Awarded for outstanding paper or papers on international law

Olaus and Adolph Murie Award

Awarded for the best written work in environmental law

Hilmer Oehlmann Jr. Writing Award Research and writing award given to a first-year student

Frank Baker Belcher Evidence Award Awarded for the best academic work in the area of evidence

Marion Rice Kirkwood Moot Court Prizes | Awarded to the best oral advocate, for the best brief, to the best

team, and to the runner-up team

Stanford Law Review Awards

Awarded for outstanding editorial contributions and
extraordinary dedication and vision

Graduation with Distinction

Awarded for high academic achievement during three years of
Stanford Law School coursework

Gerald Gunther Prize

Awarded for exam classes

John Hart Ely Prize

Awarded for paper classes

Judge Thelton E. Henderson Prize Awarded for clinical courses
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Journals

The Stanford Law Review publishes one volume containing six separate issues between November and July.
Each issue contains material written by student members of the law review, other Stanford law students, and
outside contributors, such as law professors, judges, and practicing lawyers. It is overseen by Stanford Law
School students and is fully independent of faculty and administration review or supervision.!®

The Stanford Environmental Law Journal was founded in 1978 and is a semiannual scholarly periodical
dedicated to analyses of current environmental legal issues and policies. It covers topics like hazardous waste,
energy development, natural resources conservation and regulation, global warming, and environmental
justice.”®

The Stanford Journal of Civil Rights & Civil Liberties is an interdisciplinary journal dedicated to exploring
civil rights and civil liberties issues in society. The journal is published twice per year in the fall and spring.2°

The Stanford Journal of International Law is a scholarly periodical devoted to analyses of current
international legal issues. The student-run biannual journal prints articles by professors, practitioners, and
students on a wide range of legal topics, including public international law, human rights, international trade,
and comparative law. First-year students are encouraged to participate in the spring workshop and can
become editors by the end of their second semester.?

The Stanford Journal of Law, Business & Finance is a semiannual publication dedicated to exploring legal
issues in the fields of business and finance. Edited and operated by students in all three classes of the law
school, the journal brings a practical focus to the world of legal scholarship. Furthermore, members of the
journal are encouraged to assume both editorial and business responsibilities. Consequently, members
benefit from direct experience in operating a business in addition to vigorous training in legal research

and writing. Ultimately, members who demonstrate excellence and commitment to the journal have the
opportunity to assume leadership positions and to join the journal's steering committee.??

The Stanford Law & Policy Review is a non-ideological publication compiled and edited by students at
Stanford Law School. While maintaining the scholarly standards of other law journals, the Stanford Law

& Policy Review is written for and distributed to the nation’s policymakers: lawyers, judges, government
officials, scholars in law and the social sciences, and leaders in the business world. The journal is a small
business; students are responsible for all aspects of managing and producing the journal. Staffing for the
journal comes from all three Stanford Law School classes. Students can join as editor candidates during their
first year. More experienced editors may become article editors responsible for entire articles. Second-and
third-year students may also be selected to sit on the managing board.z?

The Stanford Technology Law Review, founded in 1997, is an innovative forum for intellectual discourse

on critical issues at the intersection of law, science, technology, and public policy. Membership in the review
provides students with interests in technology the opportunity to work with noted scholars in their fields of
interest, develop strong writing and editing skills, and gain experience with Internet publishing technology. As
a relatively new and growing organization, the review also affords unparalleled opportunities for leadership
and a chance to leave a legacy at Stanford Law School.24

The Stanford Journal of Animal Law and Policy was founded in August 2007. It is an online journal and
provides a high-quality, widely accessible forum for the publication and discussion of animal law scholarship.2s
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The Stanford Journal of Law, Science & Policy is a peer reviewed journal for innovative interdisciplinary
scholarship that bridges the divide between legal and scientific scholarship. The semiannual journal provides
a unigue opportunity for scientists and legal scholars to write together. The journal is founded on the
recognition that the challenges facing today’s policy makers are complex for both scientific and political
reasons, and that the search for solutions will require pioneering, cross-disciplinary collaboration.?®

Moot Court®

The major moot court activity at Stanford Law School is the Marion Rice Kirkwood Memorial Competition,
which takes place each year during the autumn and winter terms. Autumn term is for brief writing and
completion of the written portion of the competition; the oral portion of the competition is conducted during
the first four weeks (approximately) of winter term. Prior to the competition, materials and lectures are
provided on research, brief writing, and oral advocacy techniques.

Registration for the Kirkwood Competition is by team. Each team is required to submit an appellate brief

of substantial length and quality and to compete in at least two oral arguments, once on each side of the
hypothetical case. The first draft of the brief is reviewed and critiqued by the course instructors. The final
draft of the brief is scored by the course instructors and members of the Moot Court Board. The course also
offers videotaping and critiques of practice oral arguments. Panels of local attorneys and judges serve as
judges and score the oral argument portion of the competition.

Teams are selected for the quarterfinal, semifinal, and final rounds of the competition based on their brief
scores and oral advocacy scores. The final round of the competition is held before a panel of distinguished
judges, and the entire law school community is invited to attend.

Clinical Programs?®

The Criminal Defense Clinic gives students the opportunity to work on sentencing hearings, appeals,
habeas corpus proceedings, and clemency petitions. Students represent criminal defendants who have been
sentenced to life imprisonment under the “three strikes” laws or have been sentenced to death. Students
get hands-on experience with regard to criminal defense cases. They identify relevant issues, conduct legal
research, investigate facts, interview witnesses, and apply the law to the facts of cases.?®

The Stanford Community Law Clinic trains Stanford law students to become highly qualified public interest
attorneys by serving low-income individuals and communities in and around East Palo Alto through legal
representation, advice, and education.*®

The Criminal Prosecution Clinic is limited to six students who prosecute cases at the San Jose Superior
Court under the guidance of Santa Clara County prosecutors and faculty supervisors. A trial advocacy class is
also conducted to familiarize students with case preparation and courtroom skills.

The Cyberlaw Clinic provides legal representation to private litigants and other clients in matters involving
the public interest and technological development. The Cyberlaw Clinic gives students an opportunity to
conduct technology-related litigation, policy research, and advocacy.?

46 THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS



The Environmental Law Clinic offers students opportunities to provide legal assistance to nonprofit
organizations on a variety of environmental issues, focusing primarily on natural resource conservation and
biodiversity.33

The Supreme Court Litigation Clinic exposes students to the joys and frustrations of litigation before the
Supreme Court of the United States. Students in the clinic work on a wide variety of cases currently before
the Court. The clinic is writing-intensive. Students prepare briefs and other filings, participate in moots for
oral arguments, meet with Supreme Court personnel and reporters, and get practical experience regarding
the functioning of the high court.®4

The Immigrants’ Rights Clinic is committed to protecting the human rights of all non-citizens, regardless
of immigration status. Students represent immigrants in cases securing rights for survivors of domestic
violence or in deportation and participate in community outreach, public education, or policy advocacy.
Students work on all aspects of case preparation, including interviewing clients and witnesses, investigating
facts, writing pleadings, developing case strategies, and conducting legal research.3s

The International Human Rights and Development Clinic explores international human rights and works to
help implement the rule of law in developing countries. This year Stanford Law School launched an exciting
new partnership with the University of Cape Town Law School to bring Stanford Law students to Cape

Town, South Africa for the quarter to participate in an international human rights and development clinical
program.3¢

The Youth and Education Law Project works on educational rights and reform policy. Students represent
both minors and families in special education and school discipline matters. They work with disadvantaged
youth and their communities to ensure that they have access to equal and excellent educational
opportunities.®”

The Organizations and Transactions Clinic provides pro bono corporate legal services to Bay Area
nonprofit organizations. Students work on corporate governance, contracts and collaborations, and external
communications matters. The clinic seeks to give students opportunities to develop analytical, planning,
editorial, and counseling skills in the context of both live client projects and reality-grounded classwork, all
with an eye to how business lawyers can serve the community.®

Placement Facts*

Starting Salaries (2007 Graduates Employed Full-Time)
Private sector (25175t percentile) | $160,000 - $160,000
Median in the private sector $160,000
Median in public service $55,706

Employment Details

Graduates known to be employed at graduation | 100.0%

Graduates known to be employed nine months | 100.0%
after graduation
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Practice Areas*®

Graduates Employed Percentage
Private Practice 61%
Business/Industry 47%
Government 3.5%

Public Interest Organization 6.4%
Judicial Clerkship 232%
Academic 1.2%
Military 0%
Unknown 0%

Externships/Internships+- 4
Externships

Stanford Law School's externship program provides second- and third-year students with a focused
educational experience by combining fieldwork in nonprofit and government organizations. A faculty
member assists students with structured coursework or research. Externships involve direct casework,
research, and writing. Students get experience and receive academic credit in areas of the law where clinical
courses are not offered or pursue advanced work in areas of prior clinical practice. The externship program at
Stanford Law School complements the school’s clinical program.

The Standard Externship Program (SEP) offers placements in Bay Area organizations, and the Special
Circumstances Externship Program (SCEP) assigns students to organizations outside the Bay Area. Through
the SCEP, students work on the East Coast or abroad at international NGOs or governmental entities like the
United Nations or US embassies.

Internships

The SLS International Internship
Stanford Law School offers legal internships with the US Government, Non-Governmental Organizations,
Intergovernmental Organizations, and International Courts.

Student Organizations+

* Acappellants

» Advanced Degree Student Association

+  American Bar Association, Law Students Division

«  American Constitution Society

* Animal Legal Defense Fund

+ Arts and Literature Society

+ Asian and Pacific Islander Law Students Association (APILSA)
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Black Law Students Association (BLSA)

China Law and Policy Association

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Society (CRCLS)
Criminal Law Society

Cultivating Opportunity and Access for College Hopefuls (COACH)
Drama Society

Energy Society of Stanford Law School
Environmental Law Society (ELS)

Federalist Society

J. Reuben Clark Law Society

Jewish Law Students Association

Law Association

Law Students and Significant Others (LSSO)

Law Students Building a Better Legal Profession
League of Stanford Transfers (LOST)

Marion Rice Kirkwood Moot Court Board

National Lawyers Guild

Native American Law Students Association (NALSA)
Older Wiser Law Students (OWLS)

OUTLAW

Real Estate and Land Use Association

Shaking the Foundations

SLS Academy

SLS Christian Fellowship

Stanford Arts and Literature Law Society (SALLS)
Stanford Association of Law Students for Disability Rights
Stanford BioLaw & Health Policy Society

Stanford Entertainment and Sports Law Association (SESLA)
Stanford Globalization Forum

Stanford Intellectual Property Association (SIPA)
Stanford International Human Rights Law Association (SIHRLA)
Stanford International Law Society (SILS)

Stanford Latino Law Students Association (SLLSA)
Stanford Law and Policy Society

Stanford Law and Technology Association (SLATA)
Stanford Law and Wine Society

Stanford Law School Golf Association

Stanford Law School Mock Trial Program

Stanford Law Students for Reproductive Justice
Stanford National Security & the Law Society
Stanford Public Interest Law Foundation (SPILF)
Street Law

The Voting Rights Project

Women of Stanford Law (WSL)
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4 COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL

MAILING ADDRESS"™ REGISTRAR'S PHONE
435 West 116" Street 212-854-2668

New York, NY 10027-7297

ADMISSIONS PHONE

212-854-2670
MAIN PHONE
212-854-2640 CAREER SERVICES PHONE
212-854-2683

WEBSITE
http://www.law.columbia.edu

Overview#?>

Columbia Law School was one of the first law schools established in the United States. Columbia is
internationally renowned as a leading center of legal scholarship and offers one of the most extensive
selections of centers and programs for intensive and specialized studies. Columbia also boasts a faculty
comprised of many leading scholars. The JD program is offered only on a full-time basis, and approximately
1,200 students are enrolled in the three-year program.

Columbia Law School offers numerous programs in many areas like international and comparative law, public
interest and human rights law, corporate and securities law, intellectual property law, gender studies and
family law, and legal history and legal theory. It places high emphasis on its clinical training program and offers
students the opportunity to engage in several clinics. It also offers numerous joint-degree programs. There
are 27 established international study-abroad programs. Students can create their own semester abroad
program through the law school's Student-Initiated Study Abroad option. Students may actively contribute in
student law journals.

Columbia Law School supports the development of community within the student body. Students work in
teams on classroom and extracurricular projects. The school offers its students the opportunity to join a wide

variety of publications, clubs, and interest groups, and students may also organize study groups for mutual
support and learning. The curriculum at the law school is global, interdisciplinary, and rigorously practical.

Student-Faculty Ratio®

9.31

Admission Criteria’

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:
LSAT GPA
251751 Percentile 170175 3.58-3.82
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Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 7988
Number accepted 1184
Percentage accepted 14.8%

Class Ranking and Grades®™
Columbia Law School does not rank students or assign GPA's

The law school uses an alphanumerical grading system to evaluate students’ performance. In a timely manner,
professors/instructors shall assign one of the following final grades to each student registered in his or her
courses, which shall be reflected in the student’s academic transcript: A (with plus and minus designations), B
(with plus and minus designations), C, F, CR when so approved by the Curriculum Committee, or W.

Any student may, at any time, request that he or she be graded on the basis of Credit-Fail. In such event, the
student’s performance in every offering is graded in accordance with the standards outlined above, and the
grades entered on the student's permanent transcript; but the transcript released to the student, or to others
at the student's request, shall contain no grades other than Credit (for all passing grades) and Fail.

Honors™

Kent Scholar: A student shall be named a Kent Scholar if during an academic year the student has earned
at least 15 graded law credits toward his or her degree and in that year either (1) has achieved a grade point
average of 3.800 or (2) has received grades all or all but one of which are A+, A, or A- (the exception being no
lower than B) and, if the lowest grade is put aside, at least half of which are A or A+.

Stone Scholar: A student shall be named a Stone Scholar if during an academic year the student has earned
at least 15 graded law credits toward his or her degree, the student has received no grade lower than B-, and
the student’s academic average for the year is at or above 3.410.

Only law school coursework is used to calculate honors. No student shall be named a Kent Scholar or Stone
Scholar for any term that includes a law school grade of Incomplete.

Awards™

Name of Award Description

Awarded for the best examination paper in the course on law of

Charles Bathgate Beck Prize
real property

Awarded to a third-year student interested in international law

David M. Berger Memorial Prize
and world peace

Awarded for the purchase of books to two or more needy first-

Harold Brown Book Prize
W 'z year students who attended Columbia College
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Class of 1912 Prize

Awarded to the best student in the subject of contracts

Milton B. Conford Book Prize in
Jurisprudence

Awarded for the best examination paper or essay on
jurisprudence

E.B. Convers Prize

Awarded for the best original essay on a legal subject

Archie O. Dawson Prize

Awarded for the best performance in the area of advocacy

James A. Elkins Prizes

Awarded to the best first-year law student in each of the
following courses: Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, and
Criminal Law

Alfred S. Forsyth Prize

Awarded to the best student in Environmental Law

Andrew D. Fried Memorial Prize

Awarded for the best student essay in the field of intellectual
property and related law, published in the Columbia Journal of
Law & the Arts during the preceding year

Walter Gellhorn Prize

Awarded to the best LLM student with the highest academic
average

Lawrence S. Greenbaum Prize

Awarded for the best oral presentation in the final argument of
the Harlan Fiske Stone Moot Court Competition

Carroll G. Harper Prize

Awarded for the highest achievement in intellectual property
studies and writing

Paul R. Hays Prize

Awarded to the best first-year student in Civil Procedure

Pauline Berman Heller Prize Fund

Awarded to the best female law student

Jane Marks Murphy Prize

Awarded for interest and proficiency in advocacy in clinical
offerings

John Ordronaux Prize

Awarded for general proficiency in legal study

Simon H. Rifkind Prize Fund

Awarded for the best overall performance in the first-year moot
court program at Columbia Law School

Samuel I. Rosenman Prize

Awarded for excellence in public law courses and outstanding
qualities of citizenship and leadership in the law school or
activities related to the law school in the university community

Emil Schlesinger Labor Law Prize

Awarded to the best student in the area of labor law

Whitney North Seymour Medal

Awarded to the student with the greatest promise of becoming a
distinguished trial advocate

Young B. Smith Prize

Awarded to the best first-year student in Law of Torts

Robert Noxon Toppan Prize

Awarded for the best written Constitutional Law examination

Valentin JT. Wertheimer Prize

Awarded for a creative, thoughtful approach to labor law, equal
employment law, public or private sector collective bargaining,
labor conflict resolution, or employment security

Allan Morrow Sexuality and Gender Law
Prize

Awarded for outstanding achievement in the furtherance of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender rights

Jeffrey Williams Memorial Prize for
Critical Rights Analysis

Awarded for the best paper in critical theory

Robert Stephen Haft Moot Court Prize

Awarded for the best written examination in constitutional law

53 THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS




Journals

The Columbia Law Review publishes articles and book reviews of scholarly and professional interest by
academic authors and practicing attorneys, as well as notes written by members of the review. In addition to
writing notes, staff members bear major responsibility for substantive and technical accuracy of the review's
eight issues. Third-year students are responsible for selecting material for the issues and editing professional
and student work."

The Columbia Human Rights Law Review is a student-edited legal journal wherein student and professional
articles are published on contemporary human rights and civil liberties issues, both in the United States and
around the world. The journal presents in-depth analyses of specific legal questions as well as broad surveys
of the law in particular areas. Topics covered include freedom of speech, criminal law and procedure, poverty
and family law, the impact of legal institutions on the lives of individuals and groups, and the efficacy of
various international efforts to protect human rights.'

The Columbia Journal of Asian Law is published semiannually under the auspices of the centers for
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Legal Studies. Formerly the Journal of Chinese Law, it is a forum for
examining the fundamental underpinnings and the rapid development of bodies of law in Asia. Almost every
aspect of Asian law is within the journal’s scope: history, business, intellectual property, human rights, and
public international law, to name a few. As part of this effort, the Columbia Journal of Asian Law was the first
Columbia journal to pursue electronic publication via the Internet.’s

The Columbia Journal of Environmental Law is a student-edited journal designed to be a valuable aid to the
legal community and committed to the preservation and improvement of the environment.'®

The Columbia Journal of European Law is published under the auspices of the European Legal Studies
Center at Columbia Law School, in cooperation with the Institute for European Law of the Katholieke
Universiteit in Leuven, Belgium. It is intended primarily to respond to the growth of interest in European law
among Americans. While giving priority to the analysis of legal documents at the European Community and
European Union level, the journal actively encourages contributions exploring any dimension of European
law, including those at the national or regional levels, as well as those relevant to broader questions regarding
the development of law and legal institutions in Europe as a whole. The subject areas covered by the journal
range from human rights to corporate law.”

The Columbia Journal of Gender and Law publishes interdisciplinary works related to feminism and gender
issues. It aims to promote an expansive view of feminism embracing women and men of different colors,
classes, sexual orientations, and cultures.’®

The Columbia Journal of Law and Social Problems is written and edited entirely by students, is published
four times per year, and contains articles that analyze a specific legal question in light of related economic,
political, or sociological considerations.”

The Columbia Journal of Law & the Arts is a quarterly publication on all aspects of law and the arts,
entertainment, media, and intellectual property, both domestic and international. Each issue is entirely
student-edited and includes both articles and student notes. Students are selected for staff positions at the
end of their first year on the basis of a journal writing competition and their academic performance. Second-
year responsibilities include the satisfactory completion of a note and administrative and production duties.?®
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The Columbia Journal of Transnational Law publishes material on all aspects of transnational, international,
and comparative law, both public and private. Each issue is entirely student-edited and includes articles by
professional authors and by student members of the journal. Students are selected for staff positions at the
end of the first year on the basis of grades and a writing sample (either the law review writing competition or
their moot court briefs). Selections for editorial positions are made from among the staff at the end of the
second year?

The Columbia Business Law Review is the first legal periodical at a national law school to be devoted solely
to the publication of articles focusing on the interaction of the legal profession and the business community.
The review publishes three issues yearly. It is governed by an administrative board consisting of third-year
student editors. The staff consists of law students selected on the basis of academic performance during the
first-year of law school and writing ability as demonstrated through the writing competition held annually
after the spring term. Second-year staff members assist in the substantive production of the review in
addition to researching and writing a student note on a business-related topic developed with the assistance
of a third-year editor.??

The Columbia Journal of East European Law is subsumed by the current Columbia Journal of European
Law publication and will cease to exist as a separate publication. Because of the rapid eastward expansion of
the European Union and the growth of other transnational organizations such as the Council of Europe, the
Boards have taken this decision.z®

The Columbia Science and Technology Law Review is an online journal that features articles from
scholars and practitioners and provides a forum for scholarship regarding the changing technological
landscape and its influence on law and social policy. Topic areas include but are not limited to the Internet,
telecommunications, biotechnology, computer law, and technological property. A scientific or technical
background is helpful but by no means required for membership.24

The American Review of International Arbitration is a quarterly law review published by Columbia’s
Parker School of Foreign and Comparative Law. It publishes scholarly articles, commentaries on recent
developments, case notes, and bibliographical information. The review attracts an array of contributions by
leading scholars and practitioners as well as Columbia law students.z

The National Black Law Journal has been committed to scholarly discourse exploring the intersection

of race and the law for more than 28 years. The journal has aimed to build on this tradition by publishing
articles that make a substantive contribution to current issues such as affirmative action, employment law,
the criminal justice system, community development, and labor issues.?®

Moot Court?"28

The moot court programs at Columbia Law School are devoted to developing the written and oral advocacy
skills of students. Students at the school participate in moot court programs at all levels of their studies.

The first-year Foundation Program is a compulsory program for first-year students. There are two
competitions for the upper classes—the Harlan Fiske Stone Honors Competition and the Jerome Michael
Jury Trial-which are elective. In addition to these “intramural” programs, there are various national-level
competitions in which Columbia participates, including the Frederick Douglass Moot Court Competition and
the NALSA Moot Court Competition.
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Columbia Law School students also participate in three international moot court competitions:

«  The Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition
+  The Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot
«  The WTO Moot Court Competition

In addition, the law school participates in the European Law Moot Court Competition, which was founded in
1988 and hosts teams from the European Union, Central and Eastern Europe, the United States, Canada, and
Australia.

Clinical Programs?3°

The clinical programs at Columbia Law School provide students with two essential experiences. First, because
the clinical professors are deeply engaged in their areas of expertise, they challenge students to learn not
only how attorneys practice law but also how lawyers can advocate for changes in the law. Students are
encouraged throughout their clinical experience to envision how legal institutions and practices might be
reformed and reorganized to provide the best service to clients and the larger society. Also, in the course of
undertaking clinical work, students learn to embrace the professional responsibility of community service.
Whether pursuing a public interest career or developing a commitment to pro bono service, clinic students
learn to serve clients who are unable to secure legal representation because of poverty or indigence, the
controversial nature of their causes, or the complexity of their problems.

The clinical programs offered are:

«  The Child Advocacy Clinic

+  The Environmental Law Clinic

The Human Rights Clinic

+  The Lawyering in the Digital Age Clinic

The Mediation Clinic

«  The Nonprofit Organizations/Small Business Clinic
+  The Sexuality and Gender Law Clinic

The law school is currently offering following clinical programs in the spring 2010

+  Environmental Law Clinic

+  Lawyering in the Digital Age Clinic
+  Mediation Clinic

+  Prisoners and Families Clinic

+  Sexuality and Gender Law Clinic
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Placement Facts*

Starting Salaries (2007 Graduates Employed Full-Time)
Private sector (25th-75th percentile) $136,000 - $160,000
Median in the private sector $140,000
Median in public service $50,000

Employment Details

Graduates known to be employed at graduation | 98.8%

Graduates known to be employed nine months | 98.8%
after graduation

Practice Areas>?

Graduates Employed In Percentage
Private Practice 82%
Business/Industry 2%
Government 2%

Public Interest 3%

Judicial Clerkship 1%

Academic 1%

Military 0%

Unknown 0%

Externships/Internships333¢
Externships

At Columbia Law School, an externship consists of (1) a seminar that in most cases meets once a week and (2)
a field experience at an NGO or government office that is closely related to the seminar.

The seminars are taught by adjunct professors who are practicing attorneys, and the field placements are
at their workplaces. Social Justice Initiatives has the primary responsibility for the creation and oversight of
externships.

The specific externships offered in 2010 are as follows:

«  Arts Law Externship

+  Community Defense Externship

+  Externship at the United Nations

«  Externship on Pro Bono Practice and Design

+  Federal Appellate Court Externship (Not Offered Spring 2010)

+  Federal Court Clerk Externship

+  Representing New York City: Externship at the New York City Law Department
+  US Attorney’s Office: Eastern District Of New York
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Internships
Columbia Law School offers following internship programs:

Students who are interested in European Law have the opportunity to clerk or to intern with various
European institutions and international institutions located in Europe.

Columbia sponsored clerkships and internships

«  Dean Acheson Legal Stage, Luxembourg

+  TheCC International Court of Arbitration Clerkships, Paris, France

+  The Clerkship with the Commission des Operations de Bourse, Paris, France
+  The International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands

Other clerkships/internships with European institutions and international institutions located in Europe

+  European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg, France

* In-service Training (stages) with the European Commission, Brussels or Luxembourg

« International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

+ International Labor Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

+ International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea

+  World Trade Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

+  World Intellectual Property Organization Summer School on Intellectual Property, Geneva, Switzerland

Public Interest Internships: The law school provides funds for all 1L and 2L JD students who are interested

in working with public interest organization. Stipends cover a range of placements both domestic and
international including NGOs, not-for-profit organizations, criminal prosecution and defense work, and federal,
state, and local government agencies.

Human Rights Internship Program: The program enables students to intern at international human rights
organizations abroad with a stipend.

Student Organizations®

»  African Law Students Association
+  Alpine Society

«  American Civil Liberties Union

»  American Constitution Society

*  Amnesty International

« Asian and Pacific American Law Students Association
*  Beltway Bound

+  Black Law Students Association

+  Building A Better Legal Profession
+  California Society

«  Christian Legal Society
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+  Civil Rights Law Society

+  Columbia Business and Law Association

+  Columbia Gastronomy Society

+  Columbia International Arbitration Association
+  Columbia Law Revue

+  Columbia Law School Democrats

+  Columbia Law School Military Association
+  Columbia Law School Republicans

+  Columbia Law School Soccer Association
+ Columbia Law School Softball Club

+  Columbia Law School Trial Team

+  Columbia Law Women'’s Association

+ Columbia Real Estate Law Society

+  Columbia Society of International Law

»  Columbia Strategic Simulation Society

+  Criminal Justice Action Network

*  Deans' Cup

+  De Vinimus

+  Domestic Violence Project

+  The Courtroom Advocates Project (Cap)

+ Entertainment, Arts, And Sports Law Society
+  Environmental Law Society

+  Federalist Society

*  Harlem Tutorial Program

+ High School Law Institute

* Impact

+ InSITE

+ J.Reuben Clark Law Society

+ Jewish Law Students Association

+  Koleinu

+  Korean Law Students Association

+  Latino/A Law Students Association

+  MESO

+ Mentoring Youth through Legal Education
+  Midwest Society

+ Law Students for Reproductive Justice

+ Law Students for Social Enterprise

+ Moot Court

+ National Lawyers Guild

+ Native American Law Students Association
+  NHK: Japanese Legal Studies Association

+  Outlaws

+  Public Interest Law Foundation
* Qanun

* Rightslink

+  Society for Chinese Law
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+  Society for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
«  Society for Law, Science and Technology

«  Student Animal Legal Defense Fund

+  South Asian Law Students Association

+  Student Senate

« Tenants' Rights Project

« Transfer and Visiting Student Organization
« Unemployment Action Center

+ YAllsa

* Yoga Club

+ Youth Justice Association
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RANK

5 NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

MAILING ADDRESS1 REGISTRAR'S PHONE

40 Washington Square South 212-998-6040
New York, NY 10012

ADMISSIONS PHONE

212-998-6060
MAIN PHONE
N/A CAREER SERVICES PHONE
212-998-6090

WEBSITE
http://www.law.nyu.edu

Overviewzs

Founded in 1835, New York University School of Law is a preeminent global law school featuring innovative
teaching, research, and intellectual and professional development in a uniquely collegial environment.

The law school offers varied courses of study, including business, constitutional, criminal, environmental,
interdisciplinary, international, procedure, public interest, and tax law, as well as innovative programs, such

as clinics and lawyering program. Through clinical programs students work with clients and communities on
intensely demanding cases, projects, and deals. The law school participates in exchange programs with 16 law
faculties around the world. It encourages students to study abroad, and receives exchange students from
other countries, enhancing the law school's goal of providing opportunities for the study of global legal issues.

Student-Faculty Ratio®

9.61

Admission Criteria’

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:
LSAT GPA
25M-75t Percentile 169173  3.56-3.85

Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 7,074
Number accepted 1,622
Percentage accepted 229%
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Class Ranking and Grades®

New York University School of Law does not rank students and does not maintain records of cumulative
averages for its students.

Students’ grades at New York University School of Law depend largely upon the grade received in the final
examination. Grades are generally not provided for courses or sections in which the student is not officially
registered.

For JD and graduate students, the letter grading system corresponding to respective GPA used is:

A+ 4.33
A 4.00
A 3.67
B+ 3.33
B 3.00
B- 2.67
C 2.00
D 1.00
F 0.00

Other symbols used on the law school’s transcripts include:

CR (Credit), which shows successful completion of participation in student publications or as teaching
assistants (for JD students only). It may also specify a course in which a student has selected the Credit
option rather than a grade.

EXC (Excused), which reflects an absence from an examination that has been excused by the Office of the
Vice Dean for a good cause.

FAB (Fail/Absence), which denotes an unexcused absence from an examination.
FX, which denotes failure due to cheating or plagiarism or any other dishonest academic act.

INC (Incomplete), which is used in seminar courses, directed research, or similar study when the student has
made prior arrangements with the instructor to submit work later than the end of the semester in which the
course is given.

WD (Withdrew), which denotes withdrawal in writing from a course.

All students must maintain satisfactory academic progress. For JD students, satisfactory academic progress
is understood to mean:

1. Completion of the required first-year curriculum during the first year of enrollment with a grade of D or
better in all courses.

2. Thereafter, completion (with a grade of D or better and no more than eight hours of “uncompensated” D
grades) of sufficient credits of coursework in each semester to allow for accumulation of a total of at least
83 (or, if applicable, 82) credits, including 30 accumulated in the first year, by the end of the third year. A
minimum of 12 credits must be completed each semester.
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Grade Normalization (Curve)®
New grading quidelines for JD courses have been adopted by the faculty effective fall 2008.

The guidelines for first-year JD courses are mandatory and binding on faculty members. In addition, the
guidelines with respect to the A+ grade are mandatory in all courses. In all other cases, the guidelines are only
advisory.

With the exception of the A+ rules, the guidelines do not apply at all to seminar courses, defined for this
purpose to mean any course in which there are fewer than 28 students.

In classes in which credit/fail grades are permitted, these percentages should be calculated only using
students taking the course for a letter grade. If there are fewer than 28 students taking the course for a letter
grade, the guidelines do not apply.

Grade First Year (Mandatory) All Other JD (Non-Mandatory)
A+ 0-2% (target 1%) 0-2% (target 1%)
A 7-13% (target 10 %) 713% (target 10 %)
A- 16-20 %( target 20 %) 16-20 %( target 20 %) Maximum
Maximum for A tier = 31% for A tier = 31%
B+ 22-30 %( target 26%) 22-30 %( target 26%)
Maximum Grades above B 57% | Maximum Grades above B 57 %
B Remainder Remainder
B- 4-8% (target 6%) 4-11 %( target 7-8%)
C/D/F 0-5% 0-5%

The cap on the A+ grade is mandatory for all courses. However, at least one A+ can be awarded in any course.
These rules apply even in courses, such as seminars, where fewer than 28 students are enrolled.

Honors™

Both six-semester JDs and four-semester JDs (transfer students or students who spend two semesters as a
visitor at another law school) are eligible for Order of the Coif. The number of students eligible to be in the
top 10% of the class is computed based on the entire class, including four-semester JDs. Ten percent of the
number of four-semester JDs is calculated, and that number is the maximum number of four-semester JDs
eligible for Order of the Coif from among the top 10% of the entire class. The balance of the overall 10%
number of slots is filled by six-semester JDs only.

Honor Criteria
To the very few students (if any in a particular year) who, in the judgment
summa cum laude of the executive committee, have compiled truly outstanding academic
records
magna cum laude To graduates whose GPAs place them in the top 10% of their classes
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cum laude To graduates whose GPAs place them in the top 25% of their classes

Pomeroy Scholars Top 10 first-year students, based on cumulative grades

Butler Scholars Top 10 students, based on cumulative grades for four semesters

Top 10% of students, based on cumulative grades for four semesters

Fl Allen Schol
orence Allen scholars (other than Butler Scholars)

Top 25% of students, based on cumulative grades for four semesters

R McK hol
obert McKay Scholars (other than Butler and Allen Scholars)

Journals

The New York University Law Review publishes legal scholarship on a range of issues including legal
theory and policy, environmental law, legal history, and international law. Each year, six issues containing
contributions by professors, judges, and legal practitioners and notes written by members of the law review
are published."

The New York University Annual Survey of American Law is dedicated to exploring contemporary legal
developments in the United States. The survey’s articles analyze emerging legal trends, interpret significant
recent court decisions and legislation, and explain leading legal scholars’ and judges’ perspectives on current
legal topics. It is a student-edited journal. It is a quarterly publication.”

The NYU Journal of Law & Business explores a number of general areas including international law and
business, law and finance, the effect of law and business on public interest organizations, and current topics in
law and business, such as corporate governance, mergers and acquisitions, venture capital and private equity,
bankruptcy and restructuring, capital markets, and securities.'

The New York University Environmental Law Journal provides a platform for intellectuals keen on
researching, promoting, and challenging the effectiveness of all aspects of environmental law and policy
on an international, national, or local level. It comprises articles, book reviews, comments, and essays from
environmental law scholars, practitioners, and students.’

The New York University Journal of International Law and Politics includes articles on international legal
topics by leading scholars, jurists, and practitioners. Recent issues have included articles on international
human rights law, privatization in Eastern Europe and Latin America, international aspects of intellectual
property law, the future of nationalism, and asset securitization in Japan. The journal is published four times
per year. The journal also publishes the New York University School of Law Journal of International Law and
Politics Guide to Foreign and International Legal Citation.!s™

The NYU Journal of Law & Liberty focuses on the critical discussion of classical liberal legal scholarship,
the nature of rules and order, legal philosophy, theories of rights and liberty, constitutional law, jurisprudence,
legal history, and historical and contemporary legislation.’™

The New York University Journal of Legislation and Public Policy is a nonpartisan periodical specializing
in the analysis of state or federal legislation. The student-edited journal publishes two to three issues per
volume every academic year. Generally each volume consists of two compilation issues and one symposium

issue.”®
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The New York University Review of Law & Social Change was established as a forum for the discussion of
ways in which legal scholarship could respond to the injustices suffered by society’s marginalized population.
The review publishes four issues per year including articles by nationally recognized scholars, legal
practitioners, activists, and students.?®

I°CON, the International Journal of Constitutional Law focuses on transnational constitutional law and
is edited at New York University School of Law and published by Oxford University Press. Its focus is on
comparative constitutional issues, and its articles examine an array of theoretical and practical issues.?

The Clinical Law Review is a semiannual journal focused on issues of lawyering theory and clinical legal
education. The review is jointly sponsored by the Association of American Law Schools, the Clinical Legal
Education Association, and New York University School of Law.?2

The East European Constitutional Review provides in-depth information on the challenges and obstacles of
post-socialist law and politics. It tracks regional constitutional development through articles, roundtables, and
symposia involving regional and foreign scholars. A quarterly published by New York University Law School
and Central European University. 23

The Tax Law Review is a quarterly journal for tax policy scholarship, one issue of which is devoted to an
annual tax policy symposium. It publishes articles and essays by leading legal academicians, practitioners,
and noted economists.2#

Moot Court22s

The New York University Moot Court Board is a student-run, honorary organization that combines legal
scholarship with oral advocacy. Staff members are selected from the first-year class on the basis of a brief
writing competition held in early spring. Each year, between 30 and 35 students out of approximately 150
applicants are offered positions on the board. As second-year students, Moot Court Board staff members, under
the guidance of third-year editors, choose to join either the NYU Law Moot Court Casebook Division or the NYU
Law Moot Court Competitions Division. In addition, the New York University Moot Court Board administers the
annual Orison S. Marden Competition, one of the country’s best-known intra-school moot court competitions.

The NYU Moot Court Casebook, published annually, is the most widely recognized and utilized set of moot
court problems in the nation. (More than 110 law schools have current subscriptions.)

New York University School of Law is represented in a number of moot court competitions nationwide.
Students participate in an oral advocacy and brief writing program that involves writing appellate briefs and
arguing before a panel of moot court judges. The law school also participates in the National Moot Court
Competition and the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition.

Clinical Programs?"#°
New York University School of Law’s clinical program has long been renowned for the quality of its faculty,

the variety of its offerings, and the innovative structure of its curriculum. With 15 full-time clinical faculty
and 27 clinics, New York University School of Law provides students with unparalleled experiences in
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working with clients and communities to address urgent problems, influence public policy, and improve the
quality of legal problem solving.

New York University School of Law offers the following year-long clinics:

+  Brennan Center Public Policy Advocacy Clinic
+  Civil Rights Clinic

«  Criminal and Community Defense Clinic

+  Employment and Housing Discrimination Clinic
+  Equal Justice and Capital Defender Clinic

+  Federal Defender Clinic

+  Immigrant Rights Clinic

+ International Human Rights Clinic

+  Juvenile Defender Clinic

+  Law, Organizing, and Social Change Clinic

+  Offender Reentry Clinic

New York University School of Law also offers the following one semester-long clinics:

+  Business Law Transactions Clinic

+  Children’s Rights Clinic

+  Community Development and Economic Justice Clinic

«  Comparative Criminal Justice Clinic

«  Criminal Appellate Defender Clinic

+  Environmental Law Clinic

+  Family Defense Clinic

«  Government Civil Litigation Clinic - Eastern District of New York
+  Government Civil Litigation Clinic - Southern District of New York
+  Immigrant Defense Clinic

*  Mediation Clinic

+  Mediation Clinic - Advanced

+  Medical-Legal Advocacy Clinic

«  New York Civil Liberties Clinic

+  Prosecution Clinic - Eastern District of New York

+  Prosecution Clinic - Southern District of New York

+  Racial Justice Clinic

+  TaxClinic

Placement Facts3°

Starting Salaries (2007 Graduates Employed Full-Time)
Private sector (2575 percentile) | $145,000-5160,000
Median in the private sector $160,000
Median in public service $50,000
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Employment Details

Graduates known to be employed at graduation | 99.6%
Graduates known to be employed nine months | 99.8%
after graduation
Practice Areas®
Graduates Employed In Percentage
Private Practice 79%
Business/Industry (legal) 2%
Government 3%
Public Interest Organization 8%
Judicial Clerkship 8%
Military 0%
Academic 0%
Unknown 0%

Externships/Internships=
Internships

The law school offers two special internship programs for students interested in international law and public
service, and a third program for those working in environmental and land use law. The Center for Human
Rights and Global Justice provides international internships with the UN's International Law Commission
and with human rights organizations around the world. It also sponsors an International Summer Internship
at The Hague Conference on Private International Law. The Center for Environmental and Land Use

Law provides grants for summer internships to students working in environmental and land use law with
environmental groups, government agencies, and other public interest law practice institutions in the US or
abroad.

Student Organizations=:

+  African Law Association

«  American Civil Liberties Union

»  American Constitution Society

+ Asia Law Society

« Asian-Pacific American Law Students Association
» Black Allied Law Students Association
+ Canadian Content

«  Christian Legal Fellowship

»  Class of 2009 Graduation Gift

+  Coalition for Legal Recruiting

*  The Commentator
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+  Cuba Legal Studies Group

«  Domestic Violence Advocacy Project

*  Education Law and Policy Society

+ Environmental Law Society

+ Federalist Society

» Health Law Society

+ High School Law Institute

+ Intellectual Property & Entertainment Law Society
* International Law Society

+ Islamic Law Students Association

+ JD/MBA Association

+  Jewish Law Students Association

+ J.Reuben Clark Law Society

+ Latino Law Students Association

» Law & Business Association

+ Law & Social Entrepreneurship Association
+ Law Democrats

* Law Republicans

* LawRevue

+ Law Student Drug Policy Forum

+ Law Students Against the Death Penalty

+ Law Students for Reproductive Justice

« Law Students for Human Rights

* Law Women

+ Legal AIDS

+  Mediation Organization

+ Mental Health Law Association

+  Middle Eastern Law Students Association

+ National Lawyers Guild

»  Older Wiser Law Students

+  Open Meditation and Yoga Association (OM)
+  OUTLaw

» Law Students for Economic Justice (LawSEJ, formerly Practice)
«  Prisoners’ Rights & Education Project

+ Project on Negotiation & Dispute Resolution
*  Public Interest Law Foundation

+  Public Service Auction

» Real Estate & Urban Policy Forum

* Research, Education & Advocacy to Combat Homelessness
+  Small Business Law Connection

+  South Asian Law Students Association

»  Southern Exposure

+  Student Animal Legal Defense Fund

+  Student Bar Association

»  Student Lawyer Athletic Program

+  Substantial Performance
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«  Suspension Representation Project
+  Texas Club

+ Trial Advocacy Society

+ Unemployment Action Center

«  West Coast Connection

« Women of Color Collective (WOCC)
*  Youth and Criminal Justice Society
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6 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-BERKELEY
BOALT HALL SCHOOL OF LAW

MAILING ADDRESS’ REGISTRAR’S PHONE
215 Boalt Hall 510-642-2278
Berkeley, CA 94720-7200

ADMISSIONS PHONE

510-642-2274
MAIN PHONE
510-642-1741 CAREER SERVICES PHONE
510-642-4567

WEBSITE
http://www.law.berkeley.edu

Overviewz*

The University of California-Berkeley, a public institution, was founded in 1868 and its law school traces its
roots back to a 1882 when a class on Roman law became the first law course offered on the Berkeley campus.
The Department of Jurisprudence was founded in 1894, and the Boalt Memorial Hall of Law was built in 1911
with a major gift from Elizabeth Josselyn Boalt (in memory of her husband, John Henry Boalt, an attorney
and judge) and supplemental donations from California lawyers. In 1912, the Department of Jurisprudence
gained autonomous status and was renamed the School of Jurisprudence. That same year, the school hired
full-time legal scholars as professors, and the California Law Review was founded. In1950, the School of
Jurisprudence became the School of Law, and “Boalt Hall" became the school’s popular name.

Boalt Hall School of Law offers an interdisciplinary curriculum. It features specialized curricular programs
in law and economics, comparative legal studies, environmental law, international legal studies, law and
technology, and social justice.

Boalt Hall's centers act as incubators for cutting-edge legal research in areas such as technology, public
affairs, and tax policy. They give students opportunities to work with leading scholars and practitioners,
and they promote in-depth learning, advanced research, and extracurricular offerings such as lectures,
conferences, and other events.

The collection of law library is rich in legal history and common law material. Through the Robbins
endowment, it has also a good collections of comparative law, international and human rights law, and civil

law. The law library is also home to the world-renowned Robbins Collection of rare books, manuscripts and
religious law.

Student-Faculty Ratio’

12.31
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Admission Criteria®

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:

LSAT GPA
2575t Percentile 164170 37392

Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 7,390
Number accepted 838
Percentage accepted 1.3%

Class Ranking and Grades™

Berkeley law students are not ranked by their academic records.

+  High Honors (HH)

+  Honors (H)

+  Pass (P)

+  Substandard Pass (PC), showing that while credit has been obtained, the work is of low quality
+  No Credit (NC), a failing grade showing that no credit has been earned for the course

Grade Normalization (Curve)"

Up until the fall of 1997, students received one of four grades in courses at Boalt Hall: High Honors (HH),
Honors (H), Pass (P), or No Credit (NC). In fall 1997, a grade of Substandard Pass (PC), which falls between
Pass and No Credit, was added; this grade indicates that the student received credit for the course but the
work was of low quality.

In first-year classes, the curve for honors grades is strict—the top 40% of the class receives honors grades,
with 10% of the class receiving High Honors and the next 30% receiving Honors. There is no required curve
for the grades of Pass and below, and faculty members are not required to give any Substandard Pass or No
Credit grades. In second- and third-year classes, up to 45% of the class can receive honors grades, of which
up to 15% of students can receive High Honors. In small seminar classes, the curve still exists, but it is further
relaxed. A very few courses are graded on a Credit (CR)/No Pass (NP) basis.

Boalt students are not ranked by their academic records. Moreover, the grade ranges described above
often do not make fine distinctions. A student who received a Pass grade, for example, may have

done very strong or only minimally passing work. Students are graded on a curve, which strictly limits
recognition for excellence. The grading system has remained constant for more than 20 years; there has
been no grade inflation.
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With a fixed curve and a talented student body, an Honors grade represents a substantial achievement and a
High Honors grade an outstanding one. For internal purposes, the University of California—Berkeley campus
translates both Honors and High Honors grades into its system as A grades.

A student with mostly Honors grades is doing excellent work in very competitive company, as Boalt's student
body is exceptionally strong. A transcript with a rough mixture of Honors and Pass grades represents strong
performance that would likely stand above the class median at schools of comparable quality.

In evaluating student records with more Pass grades, it is important to remember that a significant number
of students receive such grades even though they have written examinations that placed them above or near
the class median. At schools with more conventional grading systems, median performances often earn a
grade of B+. Thus, even a record with no or few High Honors or Honors grades may conceal considerable
academic distinction.

For example, each year a few Boalt students whose exam performance places them at or above the class
median in their first-year courses fail to achieve a single Honors grade. Sometimes such students can provide
letters from their instructors documenting their strong performance. In other cases, one must speak to
academic references, review writing samples, weigh journal commitments, or evaluate the quality of the
undergraduate record in order to form a fair estimate of the student’s achievement and potential.

Honors™

Each year the Order of the Coif extends invitations to the top 10% of graduating JD students by grade point
average. GPA is determined by multiplying the point value of each grade received in a Boalt course (HH =5
points, H = 3, P = 2) by the units given for that course and dividing the sum of the products by each student'’s
total number of graded units.

Awards®="
Name of Award Description
Jurisprudence Prize Awarded to the highest-ranking student in each section/class
Prosser Prize Awarded to the second-highest-ranking student in each section/
class
Best Brief Award Awarded for the best brief
Best Oral Argument Award Awarded for the best oral argument

James Patterson McBaine Honors Moot | Awarded for advanced moot court competition
Court Award

Ellis J. Harmon Prize in Environmental Awarded for the best research paper in Environmental Law and
Law & Policy Policy

Alvin & Sadie Landis Prizes in Water Law | Awarded for the best research papers in Water Law and
& Government Law Government Law

Thelen Marrin Award for Scholarship Awarded for the best GPA from the first five semesters
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Thelen Marrin Award for Writing Awarded for the best published student article

Stephen Finney Jamison Award Awarded to the best student scholar-advocate

Anthony F. Dragonette Memorial Awarded to the best third-year student in Civil Trial Practice

Alvin & Sadie Landis Scholarship Awarded to the best student in Local Government Law or Water
Law

Francine M. Diaz Memorial Award Awarded to the third-year minority woman student who best
exemplifies the spirit of public interest law practice

Class of 1995 Student Service Award Awarded to the third-year student who has contributed the most
to the Boalt Hall community

Brian M. Sax Prize Awarded for excellence in clinical advocacy

National Association of Women Lawyers | Awarded to a graduating female student for excellence in

Award promoting women's welfare

American Bankruptcy Institute Medal Awarded to the best student in the Bankruptcy course

Ellis J. Harmon Environmental Law Awarded for the most outstanding environmental law writing

Writing Award

Journals™

The California Law Review was founded in the year 1912 as the first student journal west of lllinois. It
publishes articles on problems and developments in all areas of the law. It publishes six issues per year on a
variety of engaging topics in legal scholarship.”

The Asian American Law Journal is one of the few law journals in the country devoted to Asian Pacific
American issues. The journal is a comprehensive forum for discussing legal policy and the social implications
of issues affecting Asians and Pacific Islanders, both in the United States and abroad. The Asian American
Law Journal was established to help develop Asian Pacific American legal scholarship and create an
intellectual network to advance this area.”®

The Berkeley Business Law Journal allows the Boalt community, business, and academia to investigate the
intersection between business practice and legal theory. It inspires scholars to explore new topics in business
law and economics. To facilitate this development through hosting symposia, providing a constant forum for
scholarly discussion, bringing together leading scholars from around the world, and publishing the newest
and most intriguing articles.”

The Berkeley Journal of African-American Law & Policy was founded in 1992 and is dedicated to
addressing legal and policy issues that affect the African American community and people of color in
general. The journal deals with such matters as constitutional law, criminal justice, civil rights, African
American participation in the political process, the death penalty, fair housing, economic development in the
African American community, African immigration to the United States, and health issues that affect African
Americans.?®

73 THE 2010 BCG ATTORNEY SEARCH GUIDE TO AMERICA'S TOP 50 LAW SCHOOLS



The Berkeley Journal of Criminal Law was founded in 2000 and is the premier criminal law review in the
western United States. The journal is produced by students and presents cutting-edge scholarship on all
aspects of criminal law and procedure. Two issues are published per year: one in February and one in August.
The Boalt Journal of Criminal Law publishes articles on topics of national and international significance. It is
available in print and through LexisNexis and Westlaw.?" 22

The Berkeley Journal of Employment and Labor Law, one of the nation’s leading student journals, focuses
exclusively on current developments in labor and employment law of interest to scholars, practitioners,

and students. The journal addresses the full range of legal issues in the field, including employment
discrimination, “traditional” labor law, public sector employment, wage-and-hour law, international and
comparative labor law, employee benefits and leave, and workforce participation. The journal is published two
times a year.2®

Formerly the Berkeley Women'’s Law Journal, the Berkeley Journal of Gender, Law & Justice was
founded in1984. It takes a multidisciplinary approach to critical legal issues affecting women, particularly
underrepresented women, such as women of color, poor women, lesbians, and women with disabilities.?*

The Berkeley Journal of International Law publishes articles, case notes, and book reviews that address
current issues pertaining to international law. BJIL publishes a broad range of scholarship that spans public
international, private international, and comparative law disciplines. It currently publishes two issues of the
printed publication per year.2®

Established in 1981, the Berkeley La Raza Law Journal is one of the few law reviews in the United States
centering on Latina/o conditions, communities, and identities and is the longest continuously running Latina/
o law journal in the country. The journal was established to provide a forum to analyze legal issues affecting
the Latina/o community.26

The Berkeley Technology Law Journal has emerged as the leading technology law journal in the United
States. Published four issues per year, it covers legal issues in the areas of intellectual property and
biotechnology. Recent issues have included articles on copyright misuse, cyberlaw, and private rights in
information. Founded in March 1985, the journal is a student-run publication of Boalt Hall School of Law. It
strives to keep judges, policymakers, practitioners, and the academic community abreast of the dynamic field
of technology.?”

The Ecology Law Quarterly is Boalt Hall's environmental law journal. Since it's first issue in the winter of
1971, it has consistently reflected its members' broad conception of environmental law and policy. In1990,
the Ecology Law Quarterly was awarded the united nations environment programme’s Global 500 Award,
which recognized the journal as one of the top 500 environmental organizations in the world. In 2008,
ELQ launched Ecology Law Currents, a companion online journal designed to act as a forum for short-form
environmental legal writing to be published on a more frequent basis than the print journal.2®

The Berkeley Journal of Middle Eastern & Islamic Law's has published its debut issue in the spring 2008
and will continue to publish in the spring every year. This annual journal is dedicated to the study of Middle
Eastern and Islamic law and their impact in the United States and abroad. The journal is produced by
students and present cutting-edge scholarship. It is a valuable resource for academics, jurists, practitioners,
students, and others interested in Islamic and Middle Eastern law and policy.2*3°
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IMPACT: A Multidisciplinary Journal Addressing the Issues of Urban Youth is a multidisciplinary journal
fusing research, practice and policy to advance the success of urban youth. Each issue focuses on a particular
theme and examines that topic from a variety of disciplines, including first hand accounts from the youth

in our communities. It invites both academics and practitioners to share their experiences, research, and
recommendations.®

Moot Court??

The James Patterson McBaine Honors Competition is Boalt Hall's moot court competition and is open to all
Boalt second- and third-year law students. Cases chosen for the competition involve cutting-edge issues of
great public importance.

The competition format is modeled after US Supreme Court practice. All competitors must prepare both an
appellate brief and an oral argument.

Clinical Programs3234

The clinical programs provide many opportunities for students to work on real cases as part of their legal
education. During second and third years, students can participate in a variety of clinical projects that provide
legal services directly to individual clients or that involve close interaction with lawyers on large-scale cases or
other legal matters. Clinical opportunities include: the International Human Rights Law Clinic, the Samuelson
Law, Technology and Public Policy Clinic, the East Bay Community Law Center, the Domestic Violence Clinic,
the Death Penalty Clinic, and several student-run clinics, including: the California Asylum Representation
Clinic, the East Bay Workers' Rights Clinic, the HIV Outreach Program, the Homeless Outreach Program, and
Migrant Legal Services. The student-run clinics are typically open to first-year students who work under

the supervision of 2L and 3L students and skilled practitioners. No course credit is given for participation in
student-run clinics.

The Death Penalty Clinic, which gives students opportunities to work under the supervision of faculty to
assist clients facing capital punishment. Students participating in the clinic get to hone their legal skills in
an exceptional way, representing men and women in capital post-conviction proceedings in several states,
including Alabama, Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, and California.3®

The International Human Rights Law Clinic, which focuses on the protection of human rights. Students
create and employ creative solutions to promote the global struggle for human rights.

The Samuelson Law, Technology, and Public Policy Clinic, which aims to serve as the public's voice in
legal and requlatory disputes currently dominated by lobbyists and the government. Students represent
consumer interests in intellectual property, communications regulation, and privacy issues. The clinic takes
on projects in many fields relating to technology and the public interest.3¢

The East Bay Community Law Center is the community-based component of Boalt Hall's clinical program.
Students work under the direct supervision of the center’s attorneys and Boalt Hall lecturers in areas of

benefits advocacy, estate planning, family law issues, debt relief, and immigration.3”
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Placement Facts3e

Starting Salaries (2007 Graduates Employed Full-Time)
Private sector (25175t percentile) | $160,000 -$160,000
Median in the private sector $160,000
Median in public service $50,000

Employment Details

Graduates known to be employed at graduation | 97.4%

Graduates known to be employed nine months | 99.3%
after graduation

Practice Areas*®

Graduates Employed In Percentage
Private Practice 2%
Business and Industry 4%
Government 5%

Judicial Clerkship 9%

Military 0%

Public Interest Organization 10%
Academic 0%
Unknown 0%

Externships/Internships+
Externships

Boalt Hall School of Law offers a field placement program. There are three components to the field placement
program, all of which are supervised by the field placement coordinator. These are:

The General Field Placement Program, in which students work with supervising attorneys in public interest
organizations or government agencies. These field placements offer work in many different areas, including
civil rights, consumer protection, criminal law, employment, environmental law, health, housing, poverty,
regulatory law, and women's rights.

The Judicial Externship Program, in which students work as externs for local, federal, or state judges. The
externships may be full-time or part-time.

The Away Field Placement Program, in which students get field placements outside of the San Francisco
Bay Area.

UCDC Law Program: Started in Spring 2009, law students are eligible to participate in a semester externship
program in Washington, DC in which students receive up to 10 units for their field placements.
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Internships

The law school offers a program called the Domestic Violence Law Practicum, which provides students
opportunities to work in civil or criminal domestic violence legal agencies or with their instructors on state
legislation. Students work on real cases, either in faculty-supervised field placements or under the direct

supervision of a faculty member.

Student Organizations+

7

Advocates for Youth Justice
American Constitution Society

Asian Pacific American Law Students Association
Association of Trial Lawyers of America - Boalt Chapter

Berkeley Chinese Law Society

Berkeley Energy & Resources Collaborative
Berkeley Law Critical Race Scholars' Society
Berkeley Law Foundation

Berkeley Student Animal Legal Defense Fund (Berkeley SALDF)

Boalt Catholic Community

Boalt Criminal Law Association

Boalt Death Penalty Discourse Project

Boalt Disability Law Society

Boalt Hall Committee for Human Rights

Boalt Hall Student Association (BHSA)

Boalt Hall Democrats

Boalt Hall Federalist Society

Boalt Hall Healthcare Law Society

Boalt Hall Labor Coalition

Boalt Hall Older & Wiser Law Students (OWLS)
Boalt Hall Patent Law Society

Boalt Hall Queer Caucus

Boalt Hall Women's Association

Boalt Jewish Students Association

Boalt Muslim Student Association

Boalt.org

Boalt Police Review Advocates

Boalt Students for Israel

Board of Advocates

California Asylum Representation Clinic (CARC)
Center for Social Justice Student Advisory Board
Christians at Boalt

Coalition for Diversity

Community Legal Outreach
Creative Law Society

EBCLC Student Steering Committee
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East European and Central Asian Law Student Association
Environmental Law Society

International Law Society

Korean American Law Students Association

La Raza Law Students Association

Law Students for Reproductive Justice

Law Students for Justice in Palestine

Law Students of African Descent

Middle Eastern Law Students Association
National Lawyers Guild - Boalt Chapter

Native American Law Students Association

The OC @ Boalt

Parents at Boalt

Pilipino American Law Society

South Asian Law Student Association

Sports and Entertainment Law Society

Student Organization for Advanced Legal Studies (SOALS)
STudents OPposing Domestic Violence (STOP DV)
Transfer Student Coalition

Universities Allied for Essential Medicines

Women of Color Collective (WOCC)

Workers' Rights Clinic

erences

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/administration/contact/index.html
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/138.htm

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/about.htm

http://berkeley.edu/about/hist/

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/centers.ntm
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/library/about.html
http://premium.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/items/03016
http://premium.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/items/03016/@@admissions.html
http://premium.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/items/03016/@@admissions.html
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/1050.htm
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/students/career_services/foremployers/grading.html
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/190.htm
http://www.nalplawschoolsonline.org/ndisdir_search_results.asp?lscd=90501&yr=2009
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/journals/elg/Fellowships/Harmon%20Prize.ntm
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/journals/elqg/Fellowships/Landis%20Prize.htm
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/students/jrnlorgs/journals/clr/index.ntml
http://www.californialawreview.org/information/about
http://www.boalt.org/aalj/index.html

http://www.boalt.org/bblj/index.php

http://www.bjalp.org/

http://www.bjcl.org/index.html

http://www.bjcl.org/About/About.html

http://www.bjell.org/

http://boalt.org/bglj/

http://www.boalt.org/bjil/about_what.php

http://www.boalt.org/LRLJ/about.php

http://www.btlj.org/aboutus/
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http://www.boalt.org/elg/about.php

http://www.jmeil.boalt.org/

http://www.jmeil.boalt.org/?q=about

http://www.impacturbanyouth.org/

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/3006.htm

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/6058.htm

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/clinics.ntm

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/6107.htm

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/4431.htm

http://www.law.berkeley.edu/ebclc.htm
http://premium.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/items/03082/@@career-prospects.htmi
http://www.nalplawschoolsonline.org/ndlIsdir_search_results.asp?lscd=90501&yr=2009
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/6557.htm
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/domesticviolencepracticum.htm
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/227.htm
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6 UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LAW SCHOOL

MAILING ADDRESS1 REGISTRAR'S PHONE

1111 East 60" Street 773-834-3223
Chicago, IL 60637

ADMISSIONS PHONE
773-702-9484

MAIN PHONE
773-702-9494 CAREER SERVICES PHONE

773-702-9625
WEBSITE
http://www.law.uchicago.edu

Overview?”’

The University of Chicago Law School occupies a unique niche among premier law schools in US. The law
school offers a rigorous and interdisciplinary professional education that blends the study of law with the
humanities, the social sciences, and the natural sciences. Founded in 1902, the University of Chicago Law
School has been an innovator in legal education ever since.

The law school offers four outstanding legal clinics and is home to a wide variety of research programs.

These programs provide excellent outlets for the theoretical and empirical work of both faculty and students.
In addition, these programs host conferences, publish working papers, and support journals. The University of
Chicago Law School also publishes six professional journals, of which three are student-edited and three are
faculty-edited. The University of Chicago campus is a thriving community that offers many extracurricular
opportunities for learning. There are approximately 60 student organizations at the law school and
numerous lunchtime events involving speakers or panels.

The University of Chicago Law School aims to train well-rounded, critical, and socially conscious thinkers
and doers. The cornerstones that provide the foundation for Chicago's educational mission are the life of

the mind, participatory learning, and interdisciplinary inquiry. Additionally, the Socratic Method is followed,
wherein the professor does not lecture but instead engages the group in a dialogue.

Student-Faculty Ratio®

o1

Admission Criteria®

The following LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2008 entering class:
LSAT GPA
25"-75! Percentile 169173  3.57379
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Admission Statistics®

Fall 2008 admission statistics:

Approximate number of applications 5,032
Number accepted 887
Percentage accepted 17.6%

Class Ranking and Grades™

The University of Chicago Law School uses the following grading scale:

180-186
174179
168173
160-167
Below 160

M O O | W

The University of Chicago Law School does not rank students. Grades are recorded as numerical grades by the
law school and as letter grades by the Office of the Registrar.

Grade Normalization (Curve)2

There is a curve for classes of more than 50 students where the number of A grades should approximately
equal the number of C grades. The median grade for these classes is 177. To maintain satisfactory academic
standing, a student must receive a weighted grade average of 168 or more for the work of each academic
year (three-quarter sequence) and a cumulative average of 168 after the conclusion of the second year (sixth
quarter) and the third year (ninth quarter).

A grade of 160 or above is required for credit in a course. A student who receives two failing final grades in
any one academic year or three failing final grades during his or her period of residence at the law school
will not have maintained satisfactory academic standing. Maintenance of satisfactory academic standing is a
prerequisite to continuing study in the law school as well as to graduating from the law school.

Honors®

Since 2002, honors have been awarded at graduation based on final average as follows:

Honor Criteria

Order of the Coif Top 10%

Highest Honors 182 and higher

High Honors 180.5 and higher

Honors 179 and higher

Kirkland & Ellis Scholars. Top 5% of graduating class
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Awards =

Name of Award Description
Joseph Henry Beale Prize Awarded to the best student in each legal research/writing section
Ann Barber Award Awarded for the best contribution to the law school's culture
Edwin F. Mandel Award Awarded for the best contribution to the work of the Edwin F.
Mandel Legal Aid Clinic
Casper Platt Award Awarded annually for the best paper written by a student
Journals

The University of Chicago Law Review publishes articles, student comments, and book reviews on current
legal issues and problems. It is published quarterly. The University of Chicago Law Review was first published
in1933. Often cited in Supreme Court and other court opinions as well as in other scholarly works, it is among
the most influential journals in the field.!’s ™

The Chicago Journal of International Law provides an interdisciplinary forum for discussion and analysis of
international law and policy issues. Short comments and articles written by students and scholars on issues
pertaining to international law and foreign affairs are published primarily.’®

The University of Chicago Legal Forum is the law school's topical law journal and examines current legal
issues in depth. The University of Chicago Legal Forum s a student-edited journal that 