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Top 10 Reasons Not to Highlight “Working Remotely” on Your Legal

Resume
By Harrison Barnes from Los Angeles Office

SUMMARY:

Embracing the digital age, many professionals, including attorneys, have transitioned to remote work. But
when crafting a compelling legal resume, it's crucial to be aware of potential implications. Emphasizing
remote work might suggest a lack of commitment to firm culture, challenges in accountability, and concerns
over data security, among other issues. Law firms often value deep engagement, direct access to resources,
and team cohesion, aspects that might be questioned with a remote-centric resume. While remote work has
its merits, attorneys should focus on showcasing their achievements and skills to make a lasting impression.
Understanding the broader professional dynamics before detailing remote work experiences is essential,
ensuring your resume resonates effectiv

UESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS ARTICLE

1. Wh might emphasizing remote work on an attorn%y's
resume give the impression of a lack of commitment*

By highlighting remote work, it might seem to potential employers that the attorney values personal
convenience over fully immersing themselves in the firm's culture and environment. Law firms often seek
individuals deeply committed to both their cases and the firm's ethos.

2. How c%uld remote w?_rk r'Potentlc?lly affect an gt orney's
relationship with a law firm regarding accountability?

The legal field thrives on accountability. Law firms may be concerned that attorneys who predominantly work
remotely might be harder to supervise, leading to potential issues in work quality or a lack of accountability.
3. Why mlqht an em ghasm on remote work raise concerns
about an attorney's communication abilities

Effective communication is pivotal in legal practice. If an attorney has been working remotely for extended
periods, there might be doubts regarding their efficiency and effectiveness in communicating with clients,
colleagues, and the courts.

4. How does working remotely relate to concerns about data
securit inthe?egalgfie?d? y

The legal field places a strong emphasis on client confidentiality and data security. By indicating a history of
remote work, there could be apprehensions about how the attorney has handled sensitive information and
whether it was done in a secure environment. . .

5. What should attorneys emphasize on their resumes
instead of their. remg e’'work experiences to avoid potential
misunderstandings

Rather than focusing merely on the mode of work, attorneys should underscore their accomplishments, the
value they've brought, and the competencies they've honed. Highlighting skills and contributions can help
ensure the attorney's capabilities take center stage without leaving room for potential misconceptions.

With its continuous evolution of tools and technology, the digital era has opened doors for professionals,
including attorneys, to adopt remote work. But while remote work is now a common phenomenon, there are
implications when showcasing this on a legal resume. Below are ten reasons attorneys should think twice
before doing so:

1. Perception of Lack of Commitment:

Working remotely may be perceived as a personal preference for comfort and convenience. It can create an
impression that you prioritize these over fully immersing yourself in the firm's culture and environment. Law

firms value attorneys who demonstrate a deep commitment to their clients and cases and to the firm's ethos.
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2. Potential for a Non-Accountable Relationship:

The legal field thrives on accountability. There's a concern that attorneys who predominantly work remotely
might be harder to supervise. This can lead to a dip in the quality of work or a lack of accountability, both vital
in legal proceedings.

3. Setting Future Expectations:

If your resume strongly emphasizes remote work, future employers might deduce that you will expect similar
working conditions in the subsequent role. Since not all law firms accommodate remote work, this could
inadvertently reduce your job prospects.

4. Lack of Direct Access to Support Staff:

A considerable part of an attorney's success hinges on the support they receive from administrative staff,
paralegals, and other in-office resources. If you've been working remotely, potential employers might infer
that you either undervalue or are unfamiliar with leveraging these essential resources effectively.

5. Potential Isolation from Learning Opportunities:

Law firms are buzzing hubs of knowledge-sharing. They offer continuous learning opportunities, from senior
attorneys mentoring their juniors to spontaneous discussions on cases and regular in-person training
sessions. The risk of emphasizing remote work may suggest you've been disconnected from these enriching
experiences.

See Related Articles:

How Attorneys and Law Students
Should Write a Legal Resume:
Resume Examples, Suggestions
and Resources

A Complete Guide to Writing an
Attorney Resume: Tips, Advice,
and the Correct Format

Attorney Resume Writing Tips
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6. Communication Challenges:

Law practice heavily relies on clear and effective communication. If you've been working remotely for
extended periods, there might be concerns about whether this has affected your ability to communicate
efficiently and effectively with clients, colleagues, and the courts.

7. Concerns Over Data Security:

The legal field places immense emphasis on client confidentiality and data security. By stating that you've
worked remotely, there could be apprehensions about how you've handled sensitive information and
whether it was in a fully secure environment.

8. Questions about Team Cohesion:

Legal cases often necessitate teamwork. If you've been remote, potential employers might question whether
you've been able to build the necessary rapport with colleagues, which is crucial for cohesive teamwork in
high-stakes environments.

9. Impression of Work-Life Balance:

While achieving a work-life balance is crucial, law firms often require their attorneys to clock long hours,
especially during critical cases. Focusing on remote work might lead employers to question your dedication
and willingness to go the extra mile when required. i

10. Possible Concerns Over Professional Development:
Professional development in the legal sector often involves in-person events such as continuing legal
education and networking. A strong emphasis on remote work might suggest a potential hiatus in these
areas or a perceived detachment from the broader legal fraternity.

See Related Articles:

What is the Best Way to Get My
Attorney Resume and Cover Letter
Noticed by Law Firms?

Resume Revamp: A Little Less
Conversation, A Little More Action!
How "Out” Should | Be on My

Attorney Resume?
Conclusion

Remote work offers undeniable benefits and has been indispensable for many during unpredictable times.
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Yet, attorneys should reflect on their message when listing this on their resume. It's beneficial to weigh
prospective employers' cultural and professional dynamics and choose whether to detail remote work
experiences. Rather than focusing merely on the work mode, it's often more advantageous to underscore
your accomplishments, the value you've brought, and the competencies you've honed over time. This way,
your skills, and contributions take center stage without room for potential misunderstandings.
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