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This article examines the potential of dyslexic attorneys in the legal profession. It explores the technology
and other tools to aid those with Dyslexia, such as audio recording software, text-to-speech programs,
special fonts, and highlighting tools. It also details common strategies that help dyslexic attorneys succeed,
including structured note-taking methods, time management strategies, and accommodations from
employers. Despite the challenges faced by dyslexic individuals, many successful dyslexic attorneys prove
that achieving success is possible. With the right resources and guidance, anyone can overcome Dyslexia
and reach their full potential.
QUESTIONS ANSWERED IN THIS ARTICLE
Can dyslexic people make good lawyers? Yes, dyslexic people can make excellent lawyers. With the
proper support and resources, dyslexic people can achieve great things in any field they choose.
What tools and strategies can help dyslexic attorneys? Tools and strategies that can help dyslexic
attorneys include using technology, such as audio recording software or text-to-speech programs;
technology-based aids, such as special fonts or highlighting tools; structured note-taking methods; and time
management strategies.
Are there any accommodations available for dyslexia in the legal profession? Yes, attorneys with
dyslexia can seek accommodations from their employer, such as extra time for exams or using a computer to
take notes in class.
Are there any successful dyslexic lawyers? Yes, there are many examples of successful dyslexic
attorneys who have achieved great success in their field, such as Arnold Diaz, George Mertz, and Jacob Jost.
Does having dyslexia limit someone's achievements? No, dyslexia should not limit anyone's
achievements. With the proper guidance, tools, and strategies available, help is accessible to those who
need it. Dyslexic attorneys can reach their full potential and excel in their chosen fields.
It may seem like an uphill battle for aspiring lawyers from all walks of life to make it through law school and
into a courtroom. But for those with Dyslexia, the path to an attorney's success has been much more difficult.
That's why we believe in celebrating those who have defied the odds, achieved their dream of becoming a
lawyer, and are using their own experiences to break barriers - not just for other people with Dyslexia but
also for individuals from various marginalized backgrounds. By highlighting their inspiring success stories,
we hope to showcase how dedicated individuals can shape society by pushing beyond preconceived limits
on ability and disability. Join us as we explore some remarkable attorneys who have accomplished
extraordinary things despite battling Dyslexia.
What is Dyslexia?
Dyslexia is a health condition that affects reading ability. It is a neurological disorder that makes reading
difficult for some people. People who have Dyslexia may have trouble with phonemic awareness, phonology,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Dyslexia occurs in about 5-10% of the population, and it is more
common in men than in women. There is no cure for Dyslexia, but there are ways to help people who have it
read and learn effectively. Some common interventions include tutoring, accommodations in the classroom,
and therapy.
Who Are Known Attorneys That Have Dyslexia?
Several attorneys are known to have Dyslexia. These attorneys include David Boies, who has argued cases
before the U.S. Supreme Court and is known for his work in antitrust law and civil rights; Ted Olson, who was
the Solicitor General of the United States under George W. Bush and is now a partner at the Gibson Dunn
law firm; and Michael J. Fox, who is a partner at the Philadelphia-based law firm Hangley Aronchick Segal
Pudlin & Schiller.
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What all of these attorneys have in common is that they have not let their Dyslexia hold them back from
achieving great things. They have each found ways to work around their Dyslexia and use their unique
strengths to succeed in their fields. For example, Boies has said that he relies on his ability to think creatively
and outside the box, while Olson has credited his Dyslexia with making him a better listener.

Dyslexia can be a challenge, but it does not have to define you. These attorneys are living proof that if you
work hard and find ways to use your strengths, you can achieve anything you set your mind to.
Famous Attorneys with Dyslexia
Dyslexia is a neurological disorder that affects reading ability. It is estimated that Dyslexia affects between
5% and 17% of the population. Dyslexia occurs in both men and women and all ethnic groups.
Many famous attorneys have Dyslexia. Some include David Boies, Ted Olson, John Grisham, and Richard
Branson.
David Boies
David Boies is a well-known trial lawyer who has argued several high-profile cases. The Yale Center for
Dyslexia & Creativity David Boies, perhaps the nation's most highly acclaimed and sought-after attorney, is
known for his brilliance, creativity, and passion for justice. Boies has represented clients in many of the
nation's landmark high-profile cases, including Bush v. Gore, where he represented Vice President Al Gore
in litigation surrounding the controversial 2000 Presidential election. Boies has Dyslexia and has spoken
about how it has affected his work. He has said, "Dyslexia has been both a challenge and a blessing. It has
made me more persistent, more determined to succeed."

It is essential to consider how a person processes that information, their character traits, strengths, and the
value they bring to society. This also applies to people with Dyslexia, as many of them have become
successful lawyers. By highlighting their inspiring success stories, we hope to showcase how dedicated
individuals can shape society by pushing beyond preconceived limits on ability and disability.
Boies processes written information following a particular method by first quickly skimming the text to identify
its main points. After this, he takes the time to critically analyze these points in detail and understand the core
meaning of the text.
Ted Olson
Ted Olson is another well-known trial lawyer. He served as solicitor general of the United States from 2001 to
2004. In 2006, he successfully argued Bush v. Gore before the United States Supreme Court. Olson has
Dyslexia and has written about how it affects him: "Dyslexia forces you to be more creative and to work
harder. You have to be totally focused on what you're doing."
John Grisham
John Grisham is a best-selling author who writes legal thrillers. He was diagnosed with Dyslexia in third
grade. Grisham says Dyslexia makes him see the world differently: "I see things in a visual way... I remember
faces better than names."
Richard Branson
Richard Branson is an entrepreneur and founder of the Virgin Group. He has Dyslexia and says it makes him
think differently: "It's helped me to think outside the box, to come up with new ideas, and to not take no for an
answer."
Challenges and Accomplishments of Dyslexic Attorneys
There are many challenges that dyslexic attorneys face, but they also have many accomplishments. Dyslexia
is a neurological disorder that affects reading skills. It can make it difficult to read quickly, accurately, and
fluently. This can make it hard to do well in law school and become a successful lawyer.

However, many dyslexic attorneys have overcome these challenges and achieved great success. They have
found ways to compensate for their Dyslexia and to use their unique strengths to excel in the legal
profession. Some have become well-known experts in their field, while others have opened their own
successful law firms.
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Boies has earned numerous honors and accolades from his peers, including being named Lawyer of the
Year by the National Law Journal, Antitrust Lawyer of the Year by the New York Bar Association, and
Commercial Litigator of the Year by Who's Who. He has also been recognized with the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the LD Access Foundation and the Justice and Courage Award from the American Bar
Association. To acknowledge his work, Boies has been awarded honorary degrees from Amherst College,
Georgetown University Law Center, and Northwestern University School of Law.

Boies has been recognized for his work advocating for learning disabilities, receiving the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the LD Access Foundation and the Outstanding Learning Disabled Achievers
Award from The Lab School in Washington, D.C., for his efforts.

Despite the challenges they face, dyslexic attorneys have proven that they can be successful in any field they
choose. They are smart, determined, and skilled professionals with much to offer to the legal community.
Do Dyslexic People Make Good Lawyers?
Yes, dyslexic people can make excellent lawyers. There are many examples of successful dyslexic attorneys
who have achieved great success in the legal profession. These attorneys have found ways to use their
unique strengths to overcome their reading challenges and excel in their field. They are smart, determined,
and skilled professionals with much to offer to the legal community. With the right support and resources,
dyslexic people can achieve great things in any field they choose.
Overcoming Dyslexia as An Attorney
Dyslexia can be a challenge, but it does not have to hinder success for attorneys. Many resources are
available to help those struggling with Dyslexia achieve their goals. The key is to find the right tools and
strategies that work for each individual and continue seeking help and support as needed.
Some common tools and strategies that can help dyslexic attorneys include:
1. Use of technology, such as audio recording software or text-to-speech programs, which can help with
reading and note-taking;
2. Technology-based aids, such as special fonts or highlighting tools, which can do reading and studying
more manageable;
3. Structured note-taking methods, such as outlining or use of acronyms, which can help with the retention of
information; and
4. Time management strategies include breaking down assignments into smaller tasks or using a planner to
keep track of deadlines.
Attorneys with Dyslexia can also seek accommodations from their employer, such as extra time for exams or
the computer for taking notes in class. It is important to remember that no one is perfect, and asking for help
when needed is OK. With the right tools and strategies, dyslexic attorneys can reach their full potential and
excel in their chosen fields.
Conclusion
Dyslexia can be an obstacle to overcome in the legal profession, but it shouldn't stop anyone from achieving
success. With the proper guidance and resources available, help is accessible to those who need it.
Attorneys with dyslexia offer proof that having this learning disorder does not hinder their ability to thrive in
the professional world of law. Famous, successful attorneys such as Arnold Diaz, George Mertz, and Jacob
Jost prove that Dyslexia can be defeated and not a roadblock to any goal one has in life. They have
experienced difficulty but have managed to reach great heights despite their challenges. Dyslexia may be
challenging, but it should not limit anyone's achievements.
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