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Contract Attorney Placed With a Strong Firm in Texas
By Harrison Barnes from  Los Angeles Office Managing Director

An attorney who spent the past year working as a contract attorney contacted me looking to transition back to
a large law firm. The attorney had been out of school for several years; however, prior to becoming a contract
attorney the attorney had worked for several years in major Texas law firms. The attorney also had excellent
law firm experience with these firms and a good law school pedigree. In addition, the attorney was a hard
worker and someone that I knew would succeed if they found the right firm.

One of the problems when an attorney takes a position as a contract attorney is that it often will look like there
is something wrong with them. The concern may be that the attorney could not get another job or left their last
job without a position. Not able to get another job indicates the attorney may not have been hungry enough
to pound the pavement to find a new position. Leaving a job without a job connotes to employers that the
attorney may have been fired--or at least something went wrong-- from their last job. Law firms want to hire
attorneys that are not problems and that have the ability to get other positions. In addition, a law firm would
much prefer to hire someone who's currently employed than someone working as a contract attorney.
Attorneys that work as contract attorneys typically work under associates and do busy work that does not
translate into the sort of marketable experience that most law firms want. Finally, if an attorney is working as a
contract attorney it suggests they may want the flexibility that goes along with working as a contract attorney
and may not be interested in committing to the rigors required to practice law at a high level. The longer an
attorney as a contract attorney the more difficult it is for them to transition back to a strong law firm.
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The one benefit that this attorney had in their search was that at the time they were looking real estate was
extraordinarily slow practice area. Because real estate was slow, it was understandable there were not many
market opportunities for the attorney. With an absence of opportunities, I was able to explain to firms that the
attorney was not working as a contract attorney by choice but because there were simply no jobs in the area
of the country they were trying to find a job in. Furthermore, they left their last job once the partners he worked
for left to go to another firm that did not allow any associates to be brought with the new partners. Due to this,
the attorneys reason for being suddenly unemployed and not being able to find a job or justifiable in the eyes
of the firms I ended up introducing them to.

Shortly after introducing the attorney to one strong midsize firm, the law firm interviewed and made them an
offer. Prior to me getting involved, the attorney had sent himself to almost all the large law firms and midsize
firms in his market--all unsuccessfully. I was able to succeed and close the deal with the firm that I found
because I was able to explain his reasons for being unemployed and working as a contract attorney and a
much more convincing way than he had been able to do so in his own application materials. The nice thing
about using a talented recruiter is that the recruiter has the ability to frame and attorneys experience in a way
that is attractive to firms and not the opposite.
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