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Law Schools That Send the Most Attorneys to United States
Supreme Court Clerkships

There are over 200 law schools in the United States, yet the current United States Supreme Court—the

highest court in the land and one of the three branches of our federal government—is comprised of jurists

who attended just two of the most elite law schools: Harvard Law School and Yale Law School.
SCOTUS Composition, by Justices' Law Schools

For the current roster of high court justices, Harvard Law School is represented by the following alumni: Chief

Justice Johns Roberts; Anthony Kennedy; Stephen Breyer; Elena Kagan; and Ruth Bader Ginsburg (who

graduated from Columbia Law School after attending Harvard Law).

The Yale Law School graduates are Clarence Thomas; Samuel Alito; and Sonia Sotomayor.

Recently deceased Antonin Scalia also graduated from Harvard Law School, as did Neil Gorsuch, the man
who is expected to assume Justice Scalia's seat on the high court.

SCOTUS Composition, by Law Clerks' Law Schools

As depicted on the chart below, the Harvard-Yale trend we see with Supreme Court justices also applies with
SCOTUS law clerks. Dating back since 1960, graduates of Harvard Law School lead the list of youngsters
privileged enough to clerk for a Supreme Court justice, followed by graduates of Yale Law School. During
that period, Harvard sent 491 law clerks to the high court and Yale sent 378. Since 1960, Harvard has always
led Yale (as well as every other law school) in sending clerks to the Supreme Court, except for the period
from 2010 to the present, when Yale sent 91 clerks and Harvard sent 90.

After Harvard and Yale, the only other law schools that have sent more than 100 law clerks to the Supreme
Court since 1960 are the University of Chicago Law School (148 clerks); Stanford University Law School
(139 clerks); Columbia Law School (114 clerks); and the University of Virginia School of Law (112 clerks).

Eleven law schools turned out just two SCOTUS clerks since 1960 and another 31 schools turned out just
one. Many other law schools have never seen even one of their graduates obtain a clerkship for a United
States Supreme Court justice.

Importance of Supreme Court Law Clerks
Being a Supreme Court law clerk is an extremely prestigious and intellectually demanding position, and it

can open many professional doors for the remainder of an attorney's career. SCOTUS law clerk positions are
highly, highly selective, and contenders must generally have earned top grades at top law schools and done
extensive legal research and writing in a law review context. Moreover, most judicial clerks come to SCOTUS
having already completed at least one significant clerkship for a judge on one of the country's Circuit Courts
of Appeal.

Law clerks perform essential roles for the justices for whom they work and are integral parts of the Supreme
Court ecosystem. Though each justice has his or her own way of utilizing and mentoring his or her clerks, the
basic job of a Supreme Court law clerk is to assist the justices get through their workload. This means
helping organize and prioritize the voluminous legal challenges that get filed in the Supreme Court each
year, researching and writing about cutting-edge and controversial legal issues, helping draft opinions,
serving as sounding boards for the justices, and--at the highest level--helping justices develop and hone
their legal philosophies and legacies.
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Each Associate Justice is allowed four judicial law clerks, while the Chief Justice gets five.

Many former clerks go on to important positions in private legal practice and in various government positions.
In some cases, former Supreme Court clerks have become Supreme Court Justices themselves, as was the
case with Byron White; John Paul Stevens; William Rehnquist; Stephen Breyer; John Robert; and Elena
Kagan. If confirmed, Neil Gorsuch will join this group, as Gorsuch clerked for Justice Anthony Kennedy.

Implications for Elite Law School Domination of the Supreme Court
While few would question the intellectual ability of a top student from a top law school like Harvard or Yale to

handle the analytical rigors of a Supreme Court clerkship, some question whether a high court dominated by
a few elite schools and their graduates is wise for the country and for the evolution of the law. The idea is that
the Supreme Court--which influences every aspect of our lives as citizens in fundamental ways--might benefit
from having a wider variety of backgrounds, voices, and perspectives.

Critics of the elite composition of the Court believe that the "law of the land" should reflect the experiences,
education, and ways of understanding and interpreting the Constitution of many different types of qualified
jurists, including those who were educated within the "intellectual bubbles" of Harvard or Yale, but also
including many other brilliant and insightful people who were educated at places besides Harvard and Yale.
Advocates of a less homogenous Court believe that diversity will enhance the evolution of the law and
ensure that seminal decisions that change lives and move society in different directions are as fair and
representative as possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What Law Schools Do Supreme Court Clerks Come From?

Among the most prestigious clerkships are those with theUnited States Supreme Court, theUnited States
courts of appeals,United States district courts, specialized courts such as theUnited States Tax Courtand
theUnited States Bankruptcy Court, the New York State Commercial Division,Delaware Court of
Chancery,and state supreme courts. Some U.S. district courts provide particularly useful experience for law
clerks pursuing specific fields.

Below is a list of law schools from which the U.S. Supreme Court Clerks have graduated:

. University of Chicago (Chicago Law School): 27.59%
. Yale Law School: 25.49%

. Stanford Law School:23.08%

. University of Virginia: 17.46%

. Vanderbilt University: 16.67%

.Harvard Law School: 14.74%

. Washington University: 13.92%

. University of Georgia: 12.64%

9. The University of Texas at Austin: 12.11%

10. University of Alabama: 11.81%

11. Duke University: 11.68%

12. University of California-Berkeley: 10.57%

13. University of Mississippi: 9.82%

14. William and Mary: 9.34%

15. University of Pennsylvania: 9.30%

16. University of Michigan: 9.04%

17. University of Notre Dame Law School: 9.00%
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18. University of Arkansas-Fayetteville: 8.04%
18. University of North Carolina: 8.04%
20. University of lowa: 7.52%

How Many Law Clerks Do Supreme Court Justices Have?

The number of law clerks a US Supreme Court Justice may have during a court term varies between three
and four. Law clerks are often recent law school graduates who excelled in their classes. Additionally, clerks
do legal research to help justices decide which cases to accept and what questions to ask during oral
arguments, develop memoranda, and draft orders and opinions. According to research, clerks exert a
moderate influence on how justices vote in cases, but they exert a greater influence in cases that are high
profile, legally significant, or close.

Can A Law Student Be A Law Clerk?

Pre-law students may obtain a judicial clerkship by working in the chamber of a judge. A clerkship can be for
state courts, federal courts, bankruptcy courts, or supreme court clerkship. Clerkships, which are usually one
to two years long, give pre-law students the opportunity to serve as a judge's personal attorney. Due to the
factthat many judges rely heavily on the advice of their clerks, judicial clerks have a lot of responsibility and
an opportunity to gain extensive knowledge of the judicial system.

A clerkship is a learning experience for students who are studying and training to become attorneys. In this
way, they get a first-hand look at the legal system through the eyes of a judge rather than an attorney. A
lawyer can become a prosecutor or a defense attorney, which are two very different positions. Observing
both sides of the law is one of the benefits of working alongside a judge as a clerk. Moreover, this gives them
valuable learning opportunities as they embark on their legal careers. A judicial clerk is often able to provide
the judge with answers to his or her questions, making them a valuable asset.

What Does a Clerk for the United States Supreme Court Do?

The Court keeps its internal operating procedures confidential, but we know that law clerks have a significant
impact on the caseload of a Term.

They share much of a Justice's work and influence his or her thinking. Through wading through the cert. To
provide recommendations about which cases the Court should consider, a clerk works with his or her Justice.

The Justice must ultimately decide whether certification should be granted.

Clerks are also responsible for researching case law, preparing the Justice for oral argument, and drafting
major portions of majority and dissenting opinions, often without significant revisions from the Justices
themselves.

Typically, the Justice who is assigned to write an opinion selects one of his or her clerks to write a "draft"
opinion (Justice Scalia often writes his own opinions). Justice will read the clerk's initial draft and offer
revisions. Sometimes, major changes are needed. Other times, only minor revisions are needed.
Approximately 30 percent of the opinions issued by the Court were written almost entirely by law clerks,
according to one study.

Supreme Court clerks must be able to adapt to a wide range of institutional norms and unwritten rules. When
a Justice expects to be challenged, they must act as a sounding board for ideas.
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"l won't hire clerks who have profound disagreements with me," Justice Clarence Thomas once famously
said. "It's like trying to train a pig. It wastes your time, and it aggravates the pig."

Supreme Court clerkships have the power to influence policy and precedent, making them an invaluable
stepping-stone to future success. At a large law firm, nine months of work translates into a massive signing
bonus - as much as $300,000, on top of a six-figure salary.

The duties of a law clerk may vary depending on the judge and the type of court. In most courts, the clerk's
duties include the following.

Writing memos and draft opinions

Reviewing briefs and pleadings

Conduction legal research

Editing, proofreading, and assembling documents

Observing court proceedings

Maintaining the chambers' library

Assisting with oral arguments and trials

Various administrative duties

How Much Do Scotus Clerkships Get Paid?

Supreme Court justicesmake $265,600a year. The chief justice gets $277,700. Their law clerks do a lot
better. After a year of service at the court, they are routinely offered to signing bonuses of $400,000 from law
firms, on top of healthy salaries of more than $200,000.

What Are the Benefits of Obtaining a Clerkship?

According to U.S News & World Report, a judicial clerkship is a valuable experience that provides training
and growth opportunities regardless of what practice or specialty the student ultimately chooses. A student
receives more experience from a judicial clerkship than they would receive from their first legal job during the
entire first year. There are many advantages to obtaining a clerkship.

Gain experience to improve legal skills needed as an attorney

Teacher good writing and research skills necessary to practice law

Opportunity to network with other lawyers and judges

Can gain additional understanding of appellate and trial procedures

Opportunity to see the law from both sides

What Are The Types of Judicial Clerkships?

Different types of clerkships are available in various courts for law students interested in becoming law
clerks. Listed below are some of the most common federal clerkships available to law students.

United States Supreme Court - Typically, four clerks are hired each year, and each serves for one year. A
lot of retired justices hire clerks to work for them. Typically, Supreme Court justices will only hire a clerk who
has already worked for another judge for at least one year.

United States Courts of Appeals - At the Court of Appeals, different types of cases are heard. Each of the 13
federal judicial circuits has its own court of appeals. Federal circuit judges in these courts may hire two or
three clerks a year for one-year positions. Administrative law cases are heard here most often.

United States District Courts - In the United States, there are 89 district courts. Federal judges working in
District Courts are permitted to hire two clerks, senior judges can hire one or two, and chief judges can hire
three.

How Do | Apply for a Judicial Clerkship?

An application for a judicial clerkship typically includes a cover letter, resume, writing sample, law school
transcript, and three to four letters of recommendation. All application materials should be sentin one packet
addressed to the judge and marked "Judicial Clerkship Application." Professional Development will cover the
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cost of postage for up to 50 clerkship applications. Completed clerkship application packets should be
brought to the Office of Professional Development in addressed, but unsealed envelopes.

Conclusions
The numbers are clear: Graduates of Harvard Law School and Yale Law School dominate our Supreme
Court. They fill the seats of the Justices and they fill the seats of the judicial law clerks who provide the
intellectual and organizational support for those Justices.

1960to 1970to 1980to 1990to 2000to 2010to

No. Law School Present Present Present Present Present Present
1 Harvard Law School 491 422 354 281 186 90
2  Yale Law School 378 349 299 240 167 91
3  University of Chicago Law School 148 143 125 100 49 17
4  Stanford University Law School 139 126 106 86 55 29
5  Columbia Law School 114 104 89 66 36 17
6  University of Virginia School of Law 112 103 81 57 41 21
7 University of Michigan Law School 85 74 57 38 24 11
8 New York University School of Law 54 51 46 36 30 14
9 University of California, Berkeley 50 45 38 o5 17 6
School of Law
10 University of Pennsylvania Law 49 35 17 11 v 4
School
11 Georgetown University Law Center 41 39 34 23 16 8
12 University of Texas School of Law 35 31 19 16 9 4
13 Northeastern University School of 32 32 o7 o1 14 8
Law
14 Duke Law School 22 21 17 16 11 9
15 George Washington University Law 19 17 16 14 10 4
School
16 UCLA School of Law 16 13 8 6 2 1
17 Brigham Young University School of 15 15 13 9 4 ”
Law
18 Notre Dame Law School 15 13 11 10 7 3
19 University of Minnesota Law School 11 9 5 4 3 3
20 University of Georgia School of Law 10 10 9 6 6 2
o1 University of North Carolina School 9 6 5 4 1 i
of Law
22 Cornell Law School 8 7 5 4 4 3
53 University of Southern California 8 6 ] ] i i
Law School
24 University of Arizona College of Law 6 6 2 1 - -
25 University of Kansas School of Law 6 6 6 5 3 -
26 Vanderbilt Law School 6 6 5 5 3 2
o7 Washington State University School 6 5 ] i i i
of Law
28 Boston University School of Law 5 5 2 1 - -
29 University of lllinois College of Law 5 5 4 2 2 -

Washington and Lee University
-]
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?ﬂo School of La\lf_vaw School 51960to 51970to 41980to 21990to - 2000to - 2010 to
" Indiana University §ck?80| of Law - Present _Present .Present Present Present Present
31 4 3 1 - - .
Bloomington
32 Moritz College of Law 4 4 4 4 2 1
33 University of Utah College of Law 4 3 3 1 1 -
34 Boston College Law School 3 3 2 2 1 -
35 Fordham University School of Law 3 2 2 2 - -
36 Pepperdine University School of Law 3 3 3 3 2 1
37 University of Houston School of Law 3 - - - - -
38 University of lowa College of Law 3 3 2 1 1 1
39 Arizona State University College of 5 5 1 ) ) .
Law
40 Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 2 2 2 1 1 -
41 Columbus School of Law 2 2 - - - -
49 Louisiana State University Law 5 5 5 5 5 5
Center
43 Loyola Law School 2 2 2 - - -
44 Dedman School of Law 2 2 2 1 - -
45 Tulane University Law School 2 2 2 - - -
46 University of Colorado Law School 2 2 - - - -
47 University of Denver 2 2 2 - - -
48 University of Miami School of Law 2 2 2 - - -
49 University of Missouri School of Law 2 2 2 1 1 -
50 Washington College of Law 1 1 - - - -
51 Brooklyn Law School 1 1 1 1 1 1
50 Case Western Reserve University ] ] i i i i
School of Law
53 Creighton University School of Law 1 1 1 1 1 -
54 Detroit Law School 1 1 - - - -
55 Emory University School of Law 1 1 1 - - -
56 George Mason University School of ] ] ] ] ] i
Law
57 Howard University Law School 1 1 1 - - -
58 Pennsylvania State University ] ] i i i i
School of Law
59 Rutgers University School of Law 1 1 1 1 - -
60 Rutgers University School of Law 1 1 1 1 1 -
61 Santa Clara University School of ] ] i i i i
Law

62 Seattle University School of Law
63 Seton Hall University School of Law
64 St. Mary's University Law School
65 University at Buffalo Law School

66 Temple University Beasley School of
Law

67 Texas A&M University School of Law 1 - - - - -
e
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8§, University at Buffalo Law School 11960to 11970to 11980to - 1990to -2000to - 2010 to
69  University of Alabama gchool of Law 1Present {Present -Present -Present -Present -Present

University of Florida Fredric G. Levin

70 College of Law 1 1 1 1 1 1
71 University of Hawaii at Manoa ” ” ” 1 1
William S. Richardson School of Law
University of Kentucky College of
72 1 1 - - - -
Law
73 University of Maine School of Law 1 1 1 - - -
74  University of Maryland School of Law 1 1 1 1 - -
5 University of New Mexico School of ] ” ” i i i
Law
University of the Pacific, McGeorge
76 1 1 - - - -
School of Law
77 Wisconsin Law School 1 1 1 1 1 -
78 Villanova University School of Law 1 - - - - -
79 Washburn University School of Law 1 1 - - - -
80 The College of William Mary Law ] ] ” i i i
School
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