
Litigation Attorney

Summary: Learn more about what it is like to be a Litigation attorney in this article.
What Does a Litigation Attorney Do?
This practice area category focuses on lawsuits and the adversarial processes that take place to resolve
disputes in state and federal trial courts, as well as other proceedings like arbitrations.
Litigation work includes motion work, discovery, taking and defending depositions, and trials.
Securities Litigation and White Collar Crime are each special kinds of litigation, as are Appellate Litigation,
Tax Litigation, and International Arbitration.

Why Do Litigation Attorneys Enjoy Their Jobs?
Attorneys who enjoy litigation like writing and crafting creative arguments.
Litigators are also the ones who typically control how cases go and rarely take orders from their clients.
Litigators also tend to be able to bill their clients lots of hours because the work is very time-consuming.
The best litigators enjoy conflict and trying to win arguments about small points.
This is a good practice area in many respects because it is somewhat recession proof; even in the worst
recessions, cases do not stop, and the work continues.

What Are the Difficulties of Being a Litigation Attorney?
Attorneys who do not like litigation are often turned off by the fact that there are constant deadlines, that it is
rarely easy to take a vacation because matters are constantly flaring up, and that the attorneys are constantly
surrounded by angry people trying to tear each other (and the attorney) down.
Clients get upset when they lose, the other side is constantly attacking the attorney, judges may be rude to
the attorney, and more.
There is also a lot of sitting around and waiting in court, travel to and from the court, and sitting in conference
rooms in various locations taking depositions, reviewing documents, and so forth.
Unless they have a lot of business, it is very difficult for senior litigators to find positions as well.

How Easy Is It to Move Laterally as a Litigation Attorney?
To be attractive to large law firms, litigators need to have exceptional qualifications (grades, schools,
clerkships, and firm experience) because credentials assume more importance in litigation than in other
practice areas because there are so many litigators out there (it is by far the most popular practice group for
attorneys).
Because litigators need the bar to go to court, it is also more difficult for them to move laterally and get
positions in other states.
Litigation tends to get busy when the economy is slow (because people sue more in search of money) and
then slows down when the economy is healthy again. Accordingly, during healthy economies, there is often a
glut of litigators and very few jobs.

See the following articles for more information about litigation:
Why Does Litigation Hiring Seem to Take So Much Longer Than Hiring for Other Practice Areas?
Is Contract Work the New Normal for Litigators?
Why Most Attorneys Have No Business Being Litigators: Fifteen Reasons Why You Should Not Be a
Litigator

Litigation Case Studies
Experienced Mid-level to Senior Complex Litigator Placed at Elite Litigation Boutique in LA
Big Law Litigator Placed at Prestigious Plaintiff-side Litigation Boutique in the OC
Clerkship Candidate Lands Fantastic Position at Small Growing Firm in General Litigation
The Silver Lining Shines Through for a Laid-Off Junior Litigator Returing to His Home Market
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https://www.bcgsearch.com/article/900047834/20-Reasons-Why-There-Is-No-Such-Thing-as-a-Lifestyle-Law-Firm-and-Why-You-Should-Beware-Moving-from-a-Large-Law-Firm-to-a-Boutique-Law-Firm/?fow=7469a286259799e5b37e5db9296f00b3
https://www.bcgsearch.com/article/900045115/Why-Going-In-house-is-Often-the-Worst-Decision-a-Good-Attorney-Can-Ever-Make/?fow=7469a286259799e5b37e5db9296f00b3
https://www.bcgsearch.com/article/900016990/Why-does-litigation-hiring-seem-to-take-so-much-longer-than-hiring-for-other-practice-areas/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/article/900010698/Is-Contract-Work-the-New-Normal-for-Litigators/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/article/900047509/Why-Most-Attorneys-Have-No-Business-Being-Litigators-Fifteen-Reasons-Why-You-Should-Not-Be-a-Litigator/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050902/Experienced-Mid-level-to-Senior-Complex-Litigator-Placed-at-Elite-Litigation-Boutique-in-LA/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050898/Big-Law-Litigator-Placed-at-Prestigious-Plaintiff-side-Litigation-Boutique-in-the-OC/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050895/Clerkship-Candidate-Lands-Fantastic-Position-at-Small-Growing-Firm-in-General-Litigation/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050863/The-Silver-Lining-Shines-Through-for-a-Laid-Off-Junior-Litigator-Returing-to-His-Home-Market/
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Senior Litigator without Business Placed at Boutique Firm in the East Bay Area
National, Multi-office Firm Opens Honolulu Office for Class of 2017 Federal Clerk and General Litigation
Candidate
Second Year Associate Looking for a Firm he Could Call Home
Talented Litigation Associate with Solid Foundation Jumps to Boutique Firm to Focus on More Complex
Matters
Second Circuit Law Clerk Lands at Boutique Litigation Firm in Seattle
Motivated, Rainmaking, Unique Sports Lawyer Joins New Team
District Court Clerk with Firm Experience Joins BigLaw Firm as a 5th Year Associate
Placement of Senior Litigator without Book of Business in Maryland
Placement of Litigation Associate at Sophisticated Litigation Boutique in White Plains/Westchester
Rocky Mountain Dreams Come True for Diverse Attorney with Substance and Sparkle
Big Law Litigator with Top Academic Credentials Placed at Litigation Boutique in LA
Experienced Litigator with Expertise in Probate Litigation Placed with Small Firm in Orlando During
Pandemic
Talented Diverse Litigator Makes the Switch from Criminal Law to Civil Litigation
Placement of Senior Litigation Associate with Elite Litigation Boutique in Miami
Big Law Litigator Placed at Prestigious Plaintiff-side Litigation Boutique in the OC
Senior Attorney Lands Top Big Law Senior Litigator Role
State Government Attorney Lands Back in Big Law in Seattle
Unemployed Litigation Associate with Excellent Credentials Accepts 6 Figure Remote Part-Time Position
with Elite Litigation Boutique
Junior Litigation Associate Relocating from Atlanta to Tampa Placed at Zuckerman Spaeder
Big Law Senior Litigator Lands Counsel Level Position
Mid-level Mid-Sized Firm Litigation Associate Move to Big Law
Litigation Associate with Nationally-Ranked Firm Finds New Opportunity Back in Midwest Hometown
Senior Litigation Associate at AmLaw Firm Finds Boutique Opportunity in Small Hometown
Litigation Associate Finishing Magistrate Clerkship Receives Multiple Offers in Boston
Staff Attorney Clerk Moves to Regional Medium Sized Firm
Placement of Senior Litigator in Miami with New Prestigious Litigation Boutique Firm
Class of 2019 General Litigator Placed in the Inland Empire
Mid-level Small Firm Lit Associate Makes Move to Strong Mid-Sized Firm
Junior Litigation Associate from Top 25 Law School Finds New Opportunity in Outstate Wisconsin to Join
Fiancee
Placement of Unemployed Senior Litigator with No Portable Book with Sophisticated Firm in Delaware
Junior Associates with Extraordinary Credentials Don't Necessarily Need Law Firm Experience
Junior Litigator (and Former DA) Lands Job at Boutique Bay Area Firm
Senior Attorney Makes Move from Big Law to Top Litigation Boutique
Class of 2014 Business Litigation Associate (and former In-House Attorney) Placed with Top Boutique Firm
Making the Move from Government Prosecutor to Top Boutique Law Firm
Junior Litigator Based in Ontario, CA Lands at National Firm in the OC
Boutique Law Firm General Litigator Lands at a Large National Firm
Junior Litigator Laterals from a Solo Practitioner to a Solid Mid-Sized Firm
Senior Litigator Moves from a Small Long Beach-Based Firm to a Mid-Sized Firm in El Segundo
Junior Litigator Placed at Florida Boutique Firm
Litigation Partner at Major Law Firm in Los Angeles Interested in Relocating to a Law Firm with More Work
Midlevel Litigation Attorney at Top DC Firm Told to Look for Another Job
Candidate with a Great Personality and Stable Employment History Goes In-House
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https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050860/Senior-Litigator-without-Business-Placed-at-Boutique-Firm-in-the-East-Bay-Area/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050830/National-Multi-office-Firm-Opens-Honolulu-Office-for-Class-of-2017-Federal-Clerk-and-General-Litigation-Candidate/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050829/Second-Year-Associate-Looking-for-a-Firm-he-Could-Call-Home/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050825/Talented-Litigation-Associate-with-Solid-Foundation-Jumps-to-Boutique-Firm-to-Focus-on-More-Complex-Matters/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050822/Second-Circuit-Law-Clerk-Lands-at-Boutique-Litigation-Firm-in-Seattle/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050821/Motivated-Rainmaking-Unique-Sports-Lawyer-Joins-New-Team/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050819/District-Court-Clerk-with-Firm-Experience-Joins-BigLaw-Firm-as-a-5th-Year-Associate/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050740/Placement-of-Senior-Litigator-without-Book-of-Business-in-Maryland/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050726/Placement-of-Litigation-Associate-at-Sophisticated-Litigation-Boutique-in-White-Plains-Westchester/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050718/Rocky-Mountain-Dreams-Come-True-for-Diverse-Attorney-with-Substance-and-Sparkle/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050708/Big-Law-Litigator-with-Top-Academic-Credentials-Placed-at-Litigation-Boutique-in-LA/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050696/Experienced-Litigator-with-Expertise-in-Probate-Litigation-Placed-with-Small-Firm-in-Orlando-During-Pandemic/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050689/Talented-Diverse-Litigator-Makes-the-Switch-from-Criminal-Law-to-Civil-Litigation/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050682/Placement-of-Senior-Litigation-Associate-with-Elite-Litigation-Boutique-in-Miami/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050676/Big-Law-Litigator-Placed-at-Prestigious-Plaintiff-side-Litigation-Boutique-in-the-OC/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050675/Senior-Attorney-Lands-Top-Big-Law-Senior-Litigator-Role/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050674/State-Government-Attorney-Lands-Back-in-Big-Law-in-Seattle/
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https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050670/Junior-Litigation-Associate-Relocating-from-Atlanta-to-Tampa-Placed-at-Zuckerman-Spaeder/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050666/Big-Law-Senior-Litigator-Lands-Counsel-Level-Position/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050659/Mid-level-Mid-Sized-Firm-Litigation-Associate-Move-to-Big-Law/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050654/Litigation-Associate-with-Nationally-Ranked-Firm-Finds-New-Opportunity-Back-in-Midwest-Hometown/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050650/Senior-Litigation-Associate-at-AmLaw-Firm-Finds-Boutique-Opportunity-in-Small-Hometown/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050647/Litigation-Associate-Finishing-Magistrate-Clerkship-Receives-Multiple-Offers-in-Boston/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050644/Staff-Attorney-Clerk-Moves-to-Regional-Medium-Sized-Firm/
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https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050638/Class-of-2019-General-Litigator-Placed-in-the-Inland-Empire/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050636/Mid-level-Small-Firm-Lit-Associate-Makes-Move-to-Strong-Mid-Sized-Firm/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050635/Junior-Litigation-Associate-from-Top-25-Law-School-Finds-New-Opportunity-in-Outstate-Wisconsin-to-Join-Fiancee/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050631/Placement-of-Unemployed-Senior-Litigator-with-No-Portable-Book-with-Sophisticated-Firm-in-Delaware/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050554/Junior-Associates-with-Extraordinary-Credentials-Don-t-Necessarily-Need-Law-Firm-Experience/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050547/Junior-Litigator-and-Former-DA-Lands-Job-at-Boutique-Bay-Area-Firm/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050516/Senior-Attorney-Makes-Move-from-Big-Law-to-Top-Litigation-Boutique/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050515/Class-of-2014-Business-Litigation-Associate-and-former-In-House-Attorney-Placed-with-Top-Boutique-Firm/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050504/Making-the-Move-from-Government-Prosecutor-to-Top-Boutique-Law-Firm/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050439/Junior-Litigator-Based-in-Ontario-CA-Lands-at-National-Firm-in-the-OC/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050330/Boutique-Law-Firm-General-Litigator-Lands-at-a-Large-National-Firm/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050233/Junior-Litigator-Laterals-from-a-Solo-Practitioner-to-a-Solid-Mid-Sized-Firm/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050230/Senior-Litigator-Moves-from-a-Small-Long-Beach-Based-Firm-to-a-Mid-Sized-Firm-in-El-Segundo/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/legal-placement-case-studies/900050223/Junior-Litigator-Placed-at-Florida-Boutique-Firm/
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