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What You Can Do When You Want to Change Practice Areas
By Nadeen Weybrecht, Recruiter

We know that many different factors affect the probability of one

| frequently speak with attorneys who are keen on changing their practice area. These days, my almost-
immediate response is that this is not a transition market, meaning law firms are not as open to entertaining
the notion that one's skills in a particular area may be transferable to another area. We know that many
different factors affect the probability of one's being able to switch practice areas. A few of these factors are
somewhat out of your control such as the number of years you have been practicing, the condition of the
legal-job market, the market demand of the practice areas you want to exit and enter, your geographic
location, the law firm with whom you are currently, and your academic background. If you do want to switch
practices now, given the current climate working against change, you should evaluate your record, and focus
on what you can do to direct your future. You need to be able to present a clear and compelling case as to
why you are well-suited for the new practice area.

Think about your professional and academic background, and what it is from each that makes you suitable
for the area you want to enter. Perhaps you completed an undergraduate degree in an area thatis key to the
practice? Review the specialized certifications you may have earned in law school, the subject matter of the
journal you wrote on, and the relevance of your clerkships and externships to the area you want to enter. If
you had a career before the law, consider whether the work you did prior to law school is pertinent to the
work you want to do now. And, of course, analyze the areas in which you work now. Think about the
substantive work that you do, how you interact with and understand other practice areas, the clientindustries
you service, and the amount of experience you may have in subspecialties or in practices that area
complementary to yours.

In addition to your past, think about what you can do to work towards the area in which you would like to
practice. Consider charting your own education in the area by planning out a curriculum of CLE courses. This
is a good idea not only for educating you in the foundation of the practice subject but, also for informing you
of the current trends and issues in the area. If possible, seek out pro bono matters in the area you would like
to enter. This is a good idea for demonstrating commitment to the new practice as well as for evidencing your
ability to work in the area and with little or no supervision.

If you have a background that reasonably links you with a practice, or if you are willing to work towards
justifying a strong enough connection to a new area, then you may have a case to make. Just remember that
you will still have to work against a market that is resistant to change and that, in this instance, the burden of
proofis on you.

Page 1 WWW.BCGSEARCH.COM


https://www.bcgsearch.com/article/900047951/Why-Law-Firms-Are-Hiring-More-and-More-Staff-Attorneys-Should-You-Work-as-a-Staff-Attorney/
https://www.bcgsearch.com/

