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Top 10 Reasons Most Law Students and Lawyers Prefer Large,

Famous Firms
By Harrison Barnes from Los Angeles Office

Managing Director

Summary: Check out the top 10 reasons most law students and lawyers prefer large, famous firms.
Following the 'herd' - law firms often have good or bad seasons based simply on friends following friends to
certain firms - think advanced concepts of fraternity/ sorority rush.

Because it is an easier decision to make. Even though this is one of the most important decisions of their
life - the buffet table of law school is jammed to the point of being a groaning board. It is just easier to take the
risk averse job with a large law firm than to do the work necessary to find an opportunity that does not appear
during campus interviews.

Law students and attorneys are risk averse and tend to follow the crowd - both this year's crowd and the
shadow cast by earlier generations.

Because that is who comes to campus - the high paying for-profit employers dominate the scene on
campus. Many mid-size and small firms will not interview on campus at Top 10 schools because they know
they will come up empty interviewing against the mega firms.

Because this choice looks better than other alternatives - which may include risk, less income, or the
possibility of critical remarks from other students.

Training - Most law students and attorneys realize there is a huge benefit to learning from exceptional
attorneys inside of large law firms.

Many law students are the first in the family to practice law and have little understanding of what the
profession has to offer. The predictable course seems more comfortable.

Law students are ambitious and competitive - the notion of "getting into XYZ" plays into their competitive
nature. If the best and the brightest are going the mega firm route, they may feel compelled to take the same
course so they won't seem to be a 'lesser person.'

The cost of law school (and college) forces students toward high income career choices - many students
graduate with $75-250,000 in debt and must work for high-paying law firms.

Peer pressure - don't discount the importance of bragging rights among peers - this factor continues to play
a role throughout one's career. The deafening drumbeats of 'who-got-in-where-and-who-did-not' have a
powerful influence on the intensely competitive communities in the nation's best law schools.
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