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Newly Minted Lawyer Unsure About Non-associate Position Being
Offered

Question:

| just graduated from law school and sat for the NY/NJ bars. | have an offer from a large firm for a non-
associate position and am unsure as to whether itis a good career move or if | should temp instead while
looking for an associate position at a small firm. The position is called "corporate analyst" and is mainly due
diligence work in the M&A group of the firm. | am interested in transitioning to a small or mid-size corporate
firmin a few years and am concerned that this position will not make me marketable to such employers. The
position will mainly involve reviewing and summarizing contracts, leases, bylaws, charters, and other
documents in possession of any given company being acquired by the firm's client. | did not go to a Top 20
school (Brooklyn Law) and am not at the top of my class, and if | turned this position down, | would ideally find
an associate position at a small corporate firm. | would greatly appreciate any advice you can give me. "

Answer:

Ordinarily when | get an inquiry like this, the lawyer asking the question wants to know if taking such a
position is a good stepping stone to a permanent position at a large firm. The answer to that question is
decidedly "no." But in your case, you are looking for a position at a smaller firm. While | don't actually have
direct experience with this (I tend to work more frequently with larger firms), | have a hunch that taking such a
position is probably a good idea in your case.
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It is generally easier to find a job when you have a job. This is true for a number of reasons. For starters, your
self-confidence is likely to be higher if you are earning a living. Second, unemployment holds a stigma (even
though it shouldn't.) But you also have to weigh against this the fact that it may take a little longer to find a
permanent job if you take this assignment. If you are working, you will have less time for job hunting. You
may also find that the work you are doing is not that challenging or interesting.
Click Here to Read BCG Attorney Search's Guide to Corporate and Finance Job Search Categories for
More Information.

Overall, I think smaller firms will give you "credit" for doing something law-related while you are trying to land
your first position. | believe that you will be a more attractive candidate than a candidate who is simply
unemployed and looking for his or her first break. | don't think smaller firms will look down on the paralegal-
type work that you will be doing. Larger firms would.
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