
Successful Lawyer and Politician Kieran Shanahan: How He
Balances Both Professions
By Kenneth Davis

The environment in which Kieran Shanahan grew up played a pivotal role in shaping his career in the legal
field and the political arena.

Summary
Kieran Shanahan is a prominent figure in both law and politics. He is widely regarded as a leader in his field,
having achieved success in a wide range of legal positions, from being a law partner in a prominent law firm
to being the vice chairperson of the North Carolina Bar Association. He also serves as the Chairman of the
North Carolina Board of Transportation, and is a trusted advisor for many high-level elected officials.

Kieran Shanahan's career in law began at a large law firm in Raleigh, where he was a partner for more than
25 years. During this time, he worked on a variety of cases, ranging from business transactions to civil law.
He was particularly adept at negotiating complex contracts, which enabled him to represent his clients
effectively. In addition, he was responsible for supervising other lawyers in the firm, giving him a deep
understanding of the law and the ability to provide sound legal advice to his clients.

Kieran Shanahan also developed an impressive list of clients during his time at the law firm. He represented
some of the most influential political leaders in North Carolina, as well as top business leaders. His excellent
reputation allowed him to be appointed to the North Carolina Board of Transportation, where he was elected
Vice Chairman, and he also served on the North Carolina Bar Association's Board of Directors. These posts
put him in a position to shape policy at both the state and local levels.

Kieran Shanahan's involvement in politics extends beyond his legal career. He serves as an advisor to many
elected officials, providing counsel on a variety of issues. He has been especially active in supporting
transportation improvements in his home state of North Carolina. His efforts have paid off, as the state's
transportation infrastructure has seen immense improvement in recent years, thanks in part to his guidance.

Kieran Shanahan's success in both law and politics is not a coincidence. He has the dedication and
expertise to be an effective leader in both fields. Whether he is representing clients in court or working with
elected officials, he has the skill and experience to get the job done. There is no doubt that he will continue to
be a force to be reckoned with in both law and politics.
Kieran Shanahan's Proficiency in Law and Politics
Kieran Shanahan has devoted his life to serving in public office, applying his experience in law to help the
people of North Carolina. Born in Fayetteville and raised in Raleigh, Shanahan focused on studying and
developing his legal skills in order to best serve the state. He attended the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, where he received his undergraduate, then his law degree at Campbell University.
Throughout his career, Shanahan has practiced law and lent his expertise as a lawyer to many issues of
importance for North Carolina. He has extensive experience in advocacy, public policy, and election law, and
is a well-respected figure in the legal profession. He is also well-known for his work in the North Carolina
legislature, where he has contributed numerous pieces of legislation.

Kieran Shanahan Serving North Carolina Through Law and Politics
In the state of North Carolina, Kieran Shanahan has built an impressive career as both a lawyer and a public
servant. Shanahan began his career in law after graduating with a law degree from Campbell University. He
has since provided his expertise as an attorney to a range of legal initiatives, particularly in advocacy, public
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policy, and election law. Notably, Shanahan has been active in North Carolina's legislature, crafting and
passing important pieces of legislation.
Since his college years at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Shanahan has been devoted to
serving North Carolina through his knowledge and skills in law. He was born in Fayetteville and raised in
Raleigh, and has sought to use his legal prowess to help improve the lives of his fellow North Carolinians.
His extensive experience and exceptional reputation in the legal field has made him an authority on the
issues impacting the state.

"I grew up in the Washington, DC, area, where many of the adults that I knew were lawyers or politicians or
both," said Shanahan, who's based in Raleigh, NC. "So I interestingly have been both a lawyer and an
elected official at the city council level, so I guess from youth I always knew that I wanted to be a lawyer."

Shanahan has had a long, multifaceted career in both law and politics. He's a former federal prosecutor and
served four elected terms on the Raleigh City Council. Shanahan, a lifelong Republican, has also been
active in local GOP politics in the Raleigh, NC, area for many years and has served as Precinct Chair, County
Convention Parliamentarian, and County Convention Chairman. He has been a delegate to many state GOP
conventions and was a delegate to the 2004 Republican National Convention.

Shanahan is also a seasoned litigator with extensive trial court experience in federal and state courts. He
established Shanahan Law Group in 2001 after deciding that a niche existed in Raleigh for a boutique law
firm that handled complex business and other litigation matters. As a principal at the firm, Shanahan handles
a wide variety of cases, including business disputes, employment and construction matters, and
environmental, federal agency, and white-collar defense matters. He also handles corporate compliance
matters, professional licensing matters, and internal investigations for professionals and corporations under
regulatory scrutiny. Shanahan represents diverse business entities and individuals, and he offers business
advice, litigation, and trust and estate services, as well. In addition to Shanahan, four other attorneys practice
at the firm.

Shanahan explained what he likes most about his job:

"I'm very fortunate that we have kind of a small practice," he said. "And I really enjoy problem-solving for
clients. Our firm is a mixture of business, litigation, and trusts and estates. So we tend to have relationships
that require us to understand our clients' situations and needs on a global basis and then try to figure out how
to help them achieve objectives. Sometimes it's legal, sometimes it's business, and sometimes it can be
family related and emotional, so being able to help clients problem-solve and achieve their objectives is
extremely rewarding to me."

He said what he dislikes most about his job is keeping up with the billing.

"I think we try very hard [...] to make sure the client understands the financial aspects of representation,"
Shanahan said. "But still there's kind of the drudgery of getting bills out, making sure they're collected,
keeping the lights on kind of stuff that I think most people would agree is not fun; but when you contrast that
with standing in the courtroom and arguing a case to a jury, it makes it all worth it."

In addition to running his practice, Shanahan is the president and founder of the North Carolina Property
Rights Coalition, which is a nonprofit coalition of individuals, organizations, businesses, and community
leaders dedicated to advancing the rights and interests of property owners, as well as revealing misuses and
threats of eminent domain throughout North Carolina.

Shanahan discussed the genesis of the coalition:
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"There was a Supreme Court case that came out in June of 2005 called Kelo v. New London that said that
local governments could take someone's private property for purposes of economic development," he said.
"You know, 'We want to take your property because we want to build a power plant here.' So it's not taken for
public purpose but for public use, and that Kelo decision said that every state could regulate the takings any
way they wanted. So about 20 or 30 states acted pretty quickly to plug that hole, and then in a number of
other states, these coalitions have arisen. So I started one here, and I'm president of it now."

Shanahan added that the coalition is trying to convince the legislature to allow the public to vote in the
general election on whether or not it should amend the North Carolina Constitution to limit the use of eminent
domain to those situations where the result is legitimate government acquisition for public use.

Shanahan spent more than five years as an Assistant United States Attorney in the Criminal Division, serving
in both the Eastern District of North Carolina and the Northern District of Georgia, where he concentrated on
the investigation and prosecution of white-collar crime.

"I did complex financial crimes, which were extremely interesting and exciting--to me, anyway," he said.
"Because, oftentimes, the perpetrators were white-collar, wealthy, well-to-do, well-thought-of people, and
their defense invariably was 'this was a business deal that went bad.' They don't really deny what happened
so much as they deny there was any criminal intent associated with it. So when having to prove that guilt
beyond a reasonable doubt, it may not be readily apparent what the crime is. When you have a drug case
and the guy gets arrested and he's got five pounds of marijuana in the trunk of his car, it's not hard to prove
that he's engaged in a crime, whereas in a white-collar case, defining the crime itself can be challenging."

Shanahan said he is probably best known for his arson-related prosecutions of people who burned down
various structures in attempts to collect insurance proceeds. In 1989, he received the Directors Award from
the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms and was recognized as one of the most outstanding
prosecutors in the county.

Shanahan studied business as an undergrad at East Carolina University and graduated with honors in 1979.
He earned his law degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1982.

He said the person who influenced him the most was John East (who went on to become a U.S. Senator), his
political science professor at East Carolina University.

"He kind of opened up my mind and understanding to our Constitutional forms of government," Shanahan
said. "And I would say that was probably very inspirational in my active pursuit of a legal career."

Shanahan had the following advice for law students and young lawyers:

"I do encourage young lawyers to find a specialization, but it's unlikely that they're going to know when
they're still in law school what it is," he said. "It's not until they sort of get out there and begin to actually do
things that they're going to really know what may suit their talents and what they have a passion for. I think it's
incumbent upon all lawyers to become problem-solvers, even if you're a specialist. You have to have a real
global type of approach to not only understand the law but business people and personalities and to be able
to bring all those resources to bear on whatever your clients' problems are."

Shanahan and his wife, Tina, live in Raleigh. They have three adult children.
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