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4 WL 2904311 (7th Cir, Dec. 16).
When the Wurlitzer Co. split up in
5, its organ and piano business
it to Baldwin Piano, and a
man subsidiary — Deutsche
litzer — was sold to an
tralian company, Nelson Group
dings.
Jeutsche Wurlitzer obtained a
1se to use the Wurlitzer
emark in manufacturing and
ng jukeboxes. Without giving any
ons, Baldwin declared a
anation of the license in 2003
filed a complaint in the 1.5,
rict Court for the Northern
rict of Ninois, seeking an
1wction barring Deutsche
litzer from using the Wurlitzer
amark, linois law applied.
he District Court — concluding
Jespersen applied and that the
1se was terminable at will, even if
2 were no breach by the licensee
mjoined Deutsche Wurlitzer from
7 the trademark.
n appeal, the Tth Circuit
luded that the trial judge erred
terpreting the agreement as
1 terminable at will. Nelson
ip would have been a “sucker™ if
1 purchased Deutsche Wurlitzer
it a license that afforded some
sction. And fespersen did not
pel an unnatural reading of the
act.”
are are some highlights of Judge
1 H. Easterbrook's analysis
vanous omissions not noted in
uoted text):
I'he 1985 transaction as a
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Today’s hot property: real estate associates

By JERRY CRIMMINS
Law Bulletin stafl writer

Five or more vears into the real estate
hoom, real estate lawvers are still a hot
commodity in Chicago law firms, maybe
the hottest.

“Areas 1 law get hot and cold all the
time,"” said Alan ]. Rubenstein, executive
vice president of Chicago Legal Search
Ltd.

But with real estate lawyers, “When
we start getting into a five-vear cycle of
constant demand, that's unusual” he
said.

Seventeen Chicago-area law firms
currently are asking his company to find
high-quality associates for commercial
real estate work, Rubenstein said.

Vanessa K. Alvarez, recruiter at the
Chicago office of BCG Attorney Search, a
national firm, said real estate law is prac-

tice area in greatest demand nght Now,
“A wvear ago,” she said, “it was
banlruptey.”

Out of 20 job openings for lawyers on
BCG's national Web site Monday, six
were for real estate lawyers.

In Chicago, Rubenstein said, some
firms “are looking for multiple associ-
ates. That's very unusual,”

Asked why the field continues to
hoom, Stephen L. Berger, head of the
real estate group at Neal, Gerber &
Eisenberg LLE responded, “Everybody
talks about interest rates.”

But Berger thinks more is involved.

“It has to do with the availability of
debt and equity ... which fuels real estate
activity,” he said. “Perhaps people can
get a higher rate of return in real estate
investments,"”

Because of that, people and corpora-

tions with money to invest and banks and
insurance companies with money to lend
want to put that money in real estate, he
said.

At Neal, Gerber's real estate group,
“As quickly as we add people,” he said,
“we find there’s still demand and still
need to fill a slot.”

The firm represents many real estate
trusts and privately held companies that
invest, Berger said.

Lee M. Smolen, head of the Chicago
real estate practice group for Sidley,
Austin, Brown & Wood LLE said the high
activity i “not just a Chicago phe-
nomenon,”'

Real estate business also is brisk at
Sidley's offices in New York, Los Ange-
les and Washington, D.C., he said,

“Sidley is very much out there looking
for good quality people because of the

explosive growth in our real estate area,”
Smolen continued,

Real estate business for Sidley is
especially brisk in the finance area,
Smolen said, the type of business known
as CMBS, or commercial mortgage
backed securities,

He said this means “origination of
commercial real estate loans for securiti-
zation” or to sell the loans as securities,

Robert T. Buday, a partner in the real
estate practice group at Kirkland & Ellis
LLE said he joined the firm in 1999 as
the 12th real estate lawyer. The firm now
has nearly 40,

Kirkland's core real estate practice,
he said, is representing institutional
investors.

Asked what sort of lawyers qualify for
the openings, Rubenstein said law firms
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Court: Woman
in harassment
case entitled
to benefits

By KELLEY QUINN
Law Bulletin staff writer

A woman who quit her job after
allegedly being sexually harassed by her
hoss cannot be denied receiving unem-
ployment benefits, a state appeals panel
ruled on Tuesday.

The 1st District Appellate Court
upheld a ruling that Khristina Petrovic
was exempt from the disqualification of






